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most of my contemporaries, the philosophy of meaninglessness was essentially an 
instrument of liberation. The liberation we desired was simultaneously liberation 
from a certain political and economic system and liberation from a certain system 
of morality. We objected to the morality because it interfered with our sexual free-
dom . . . There was one admirably simple method of confuting these people and at 
the same time justifying ourselves in our political and erotic revolt: We could deny 
that the world had any meaning whatsoever” (p. 270, emphasis added).

Huxley confessed it was his desire to be free from moral standards that propelled 
him and others who shared his thinking to devise a rational basis for dismissing the 
idea of any innate moral obligations.

How many students in our academic institutions have any idea such motives 
shaped the theories and philosophies they are taught as fact? Probably few indeed. 
But startling as it may be, the theory that life evolved spontaneously was spawned 
and fueled by hostility toward God’s standards and values.

Exhilaration from denying God
Huxley’s brother Julian, writing later in the 20th century, was even more blunt: 

“The sense of spiritual relief which comes from rejecting the idea of God as a 
superhuman being is enormous” (Essays of a Humanist, 1966, p. 223).

Aldous and Julian Huxley were grandsons of the 19th-century biologist 
Thomas Huxley, a close friend of Charles Darwin and vigorous promoter of evolu-
tion. Early in the debate over evolution, Thomas Huxley revealed his antireligious 
bias to a colleague: “I am very glad that you see the importance of doing battle 
with the clericals . . . I desire that the next generation may be less fettered by the 
gross and stupid superstitions of [religious] orthodoxy than mine has been. And I 
shall be well satisfied if I can succeed to however small an extent in bringing about 
that result” (quoted in The Columbia History of the World, p. 957).

More recently, paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould asserted: “We are here 
because one odd group of fishes had a peculiar fin anatomy that could transform 

Life’s Purpose and the Consequence of Ideas

Why Were You Born?

The atheistic theory of evolution argues that 
life evolved by chance with no ultimate  
purpose or plan. The Bible, however, tells 

us that God created the earth and man with a 
specific—and awe-inspiring—purpose in mind.

What is that purpose? Israel’s King David, 
when viewing the expanse of the night sky long 
ago, asked, “What are human beings that you 
are mindful of them, mortals that you care for 
them?” (Psalm 8:4, NRSV). Unlike all other 
creatures, God created man in His own image 
and likeness (Genesis 1:26). He gave man the 
ability to have a relationship with Him. Man had 
the capacity to understand and live by the same 
spiritual laws God Himself lives by, these being 
part of His character. Man could grow to become 
more like God through an intimate relationship 
with Him. 

Our first human parent, Adam, made a fateful 
choice for the rest of the human race when he 
tried to find a way of life for himself apart from 
the intimate relationship God was offering him. 
We have been groping for meaning ever since.

The awe-inspiring truth is that God is creating 
a family—the God family. How did Jesus Christ 
reveal God to His disciples? As “our Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 6:9). Jesus tells us to follow 

the ways of God “that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:45). The apostle 
Paul referred to God the Father as “the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named” (Ephesians 
3:14-15). 

God invites us into a father-child relationship 
with Himself and gives us His Spirit so we can 
become His children: “But you received the Spirit 
of sonship . . .” (Romans 8:15, NIV). By this Spirit 
“we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit, that we are the children 
of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ” (verses 15-17, King 
James Version). Jesus Himself is called “the 
firstborn among many brethren” (verse 29). 

After this life, those to whom God gives His 
Spirit receive eternal life through a resurrec-
tion from the dead. “We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed—in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality” (1 Corinthians 
15:51-53).

Through the resurrection to eternal life God 

transforms us into glorified and immortal beings, 
as God Himself is. As 1 John 3:2 tells us, “we 

shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.” 
Just as human children are the same kind of be-
ings as their human parents and older siblings, 
so will we ultimately be the same kind of beings 

as the Father and Christ, sharing their level of 
existence. This is an astounding truth that very 
few understand. 

God is in the process of creating His own lit-
eral family—with children in His very likeness. 
He will give human beings immortal, divine life, 
which we will share with Him for eternity. He 
desires to share with others His eternal exis-
tence in the way of life of outflowing love. In-
deed, it is because of His love that God brought 
the universe into existence in the first place. It 
is because of His love that He gave us a part 
in it. Life, then, is the result of God’s love and 
His desire to share His love with His immortal 
family for eternity.

The Bible’s revelation of our destiny is far re-
moved from the dark, meaningless view of life 
offered by atheism and evolution. Life with God 
in the picture is not something we should ratio-
nally oppose. Instead, we should regard it as a 
cause for rejoicing! 

Life without God—and without His promise 
of eternal life—is empty and hopeless. Life with 
God is exciting, fulfilling and ultimately rewarding 
beyond our wildest imagination. (For a deeper 
understanding of your future as revealed in the 
Bible, be sure to download or request our free 
booklets What Is Your Destiny? and The Gospel 
of the Kingdom.)

According to evolution, man is but one 
species in a large family of animals. 
According to the Bible, our destiny lies  
in another family, the family of God.
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into legs for terrestrial creatures; because comets struck the earth and wiped out 
dinosaurs, thereby giving mammals a chance not otherwise available (so thank 
your lucky stars in a literal sense); because the earth never froze entirely during 
an ice age; because a small and tenuous species, arising in Africa a quarter of a 
million years ago, has managed, so far, to survive by hook and by crook. We 
may yearn for a ‘higher’ answer—but none exists. This explanation, though 
superficially troubling, if not terri-
fying, is ultimately liberating and 
exhilarating” (quoted by David 
Friend, The Meaning of Life, 1991, 
p. 33, emphasis added).

What a frank and candid admis-
sion! But why would anyone feel 
exhilarated and liberated by convinc-
ing himself that God does not exist?

The problem lies with the heart. 
The prophet Jeremiah explained, 
“The heart is more deceitful than all 
else and is desperately sick; who can 
understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9, New 
American Standard Bible).

God exposes the dark intent of 
those who deliberately set themselves against Him: “For when they [those who 
despise God’s authority] speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure 
through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually 
escaped from those who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they them-
selves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he 
is brought into bondage” (2 Peter 2:18-19).

We must guard our minds against those “great swelling words of emptiness” 
that bombard us with unsubstantiated evolutionary thought. Such thinking has a 
gradual and insidious effect on us and on our society—an effect the Bible equates 
with slavery.

Analyzing the motive

God’s Word pulls no punches in identifying the motivation for denying His 
existence. The apostle Paul explains that some people reject God so they will have 
no qualms when it comes to satisfying their selfish desires.

Notice the process and tragic results: “What can be known about God is plain 
to them; for God himself has made it plain. For ever since the creation of the uni-
verse God’s invisible attributes—his everlasting power and divinity—are to be 
seen and studied in his works, so that men have no excuse; because, although they 
learned to know God, yet they did not offer him as God either praise or thanksgiv-
ing. Their speculations about him proved futile, and their undiscerning minds 
were darkened” (Romans 1:19-21, Twentieth Century New Testament). 

Paul explains that when we look into the skies and examine the world around 
us, the creative hand of God should be self-evident. A reasonable person will rec-
ognize that God exists because of the evidence he can see with his own eyes. Paul 
says a person should logically and naturally conclude that there is a Creator God 
and recognize many of His attributes by observing the wonders He has made. To 
conclude otherwise—that the sun, moon, earth and stars came into existence on 
their own from nothing—is utterly nonsensical. 

Some, however, carry such a passionate anti-God prejudice that they conclude 
the opposite—that the physical universe doesn’t require God. Paul continues his 
description of the process that takes place in their thinking: “Professing to be wise, 
they showed themselves fools; and they transformed the Glory of the immortal 
God into the likeness of mortal man, and of birds, and beasts, and reptiles” (verses 
22-23, TCNT). They attribute godlike powers to the physical creation and reject 
the Creator.

Have you been misled by this false reasoning into assuming that the thinkers of 
this world are wise just because they can observe similarities in animal and plant life 
on this planet and elaborately hypothesize that these originated from a common 
ancestor? This reasoning is one of the basic foundations of the evolutionary concept.

Paul continues: “Therefore God abandoned them to impurity, letting them fol-
low the cravings of their hearts, till they dishonored their own bodies; for they had 
substituted a lie for the truth about God, and had reverenced and worshiped created 
things more than the Creator, who is to be praised for ever” (verses 24-25, TCNT).

Where does such thinking lead?
Paul analyzes the fruits of the thinking that leaves God out of the picture: “That,  

I say, is why God abandoned them to degrading passions. Even the women among 
them perverted the natural use of their bodies to the unnatural; while the men, disre-
garding that for which women were intended by nature, were consumed with pas-
sion for one another. Men indulged in vile practices with men, and incurred in their 
own persons the inevitable penalty for their perverseness” (verses 26-27, TCNT).

Paul gets to the crux of the matter: People don’t want God to stop them from 
gratifying their selfish lusts. “Then, as they would not keep God before their 
minds, God abandoned them to depraved thoughts, so that they did all kinds of 
shameful things. They reveled in every form of wickedness, evil, greed, vice. Their 
lives were full of envy, murder, quarreling, treachery, malice. They became back-
biters, slanderers, impious, insolent, boastful. They devised new sins. They dis-
obeyed their parents. They were undiscerning, untrustworthy, without natural 
affection or pity” (verses 28-31, TCNT).

These are the predictable results of removing God from our thinking (verse 28). 
They describe a society that does not recognize God and moral law, nor does it 
acknowledge absolute principles of right and wrong.

The God-is-dead movement

One of the acclaimed philosophers of the modern world, Friedrich Nietzsche, 
who wrote in the latter half of the 19th century, was influential in the attack on God 
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Philosophies of life rooted in evolution offer 
no hope or purpose in life. When we under-
stand the truth of God’s plan as revealed in 
the Bible, life becomes infused with meaning.
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as the source of moral standards. His ideas had a radical impact on some of the 
most influential men of the 20th century, particularly Adolf Hitler.

Nietzsche sought to replace the religion of Christianity, with its belief and reli-
ance on God, with a new world built on a godless foundation. He sought to rede-
fine human life without God. He claimed that Christian ideas weakened men and 
women and prevented them from rising to the true greatness that lay within them. 
To him, Christianity’s concepts of morality, repentance and humility were self-
debasing ideas that had to be discarded before humanity could break free, soar  
to greater heights and scale the mountains of individual accomplishment. 

Nietzsche strongly espoused the idea that, as he put it, “God is dead”—referring 
to the biblical conception of God as a source of meaning and morality. He wrote 
his philosophy in a style that stirred the emotion and imagination. He argued that 
since God is dead we human beings must be worthy to take His place. However, he 
wrote that man was not ready for such an exalted position, and until man was able 
he must live through a temporary time of upheaval and revolution. The day would 
come, nevertheless, when this godless world would be welcomed into the arms of 
a philosophical deliverer.

Enter the superman

Nietzsche’s predictions in part came true. His nihilistic teachings were ready  
to be taken seriously by a rapidly changing world already influenced by the 18th- 
and 19th-century philosophers who preceded him: David Hume the skeptic; 
Immanuel Kant, who exalted the authority of human reason; Sören Kierkegaard 
the existentialist. There arose in the 20th century powerful men, atheists and 
despisers of religion, who sought to become what the world was waiting for—the 
new superman. Men like Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Mao Tse-tung and Pol Pot were 
products of that experimental philosophy.

Historian Paul Johnson wrote: “Friedrich Nietzsche . . . saw God not as an 
invention but as a casualty, and his demise as in some important sense an historical 
event, which would have dramatic consequences. He wrote in 1886: ‘The greatest 
event of recent times—that “God is Dead,” that the belief in the Christian God is 
no longer tenable—is beginning to cast its first shadows over Europe.’

“Among the advanced races, the decline and ultimately the collapse of the reli-
gious impulse would leave a huge vacuum. The history of modern times is in great 
part the history of how that vacuum had been filled. Nietzsche rightly perceived 
that the most likely candidate would be what he called the ‘Will to Power’ . . . 

“In place of religious belief, there would be secular ideology. Those who had 
once filled the ranks of the totalitarian clergy would become totalitarian politicians. 
And above all, the Will to Power would produce a new kind of messiah, uninhib-
ited by any religious sanctions whatever, and with an unappeasable appetite for 
controlling mankind. The end of the old order, with an unguided world adrift in a 
relativistic universe, was a summons to such gangster-statesmen to emerge. They 
were not slow to make their appearance” (A History of the Modern World From 
1917 to the 1980s, 1983, p. 48).

Looking back on the 20th century, Johnson observed: “We have lived through a 
terrible century of war and destruction precisely because powerful men did usurp 
God’s prerogatives. I call the 20th century the Century of Physics, inaugurated by 
Einstein’s special and general theories. During this period, physics became the 
dominant science, producing nuclear energy and space travel.

“The century also brought forth social engineering, the practice of shoving large 
numbers of human beings around as though they were earth or concrete. Social 
engineering was a key feature in the Nazi and Communist totalitarian regimes, 
where it combined with moral relativism—the belief that right and wrong can be 

changed for the convenience of 
human societies—and the denial  
of God’s rights.

“To Hitler the higher law of the 
party took precedence over the Ten 
Commandments. Lenin praised the 
Revolutionary conscience as a surer 
guide for mankind than the con-
science implanted by religion” 
(“The Real Message of the Millen-
nium,” Reader’s Digest, December 
1999, p. 65).

Social engineering

It was Charles Darwin who gave 
the philosophers what they wanted 
to hear. Before Darwin the ideas 
were abstract, perhaps reactions to 

earlier abusive and corrupt institutions and governments. Darwin gave life to the 
nihilistic and existentialist philosophies. With his theory of the mechanism of natu-
ral selection, it was now possible to explain scientifically—at least in theory—that 
no Creator God was necessary after all. Life could have come about on its own and 
then evolved without God. 

Science and philosophy now teamed up to shatter the hold religion had on the 
populace. With the acceptance of the theory of evolution—and the ramifications  
of that thinking—would come the bloodiest century in human history.

The great moralist Victor Frankl, a survivor of Auschwitz, wrote: “If we present 
man with a concept of man which is not true, we may well corrupt him. When we 
present him as . . . a bundle of instincts, as a pawn of drive and reactions, as a mere 
product of heredity and environment, we feed the nihilism to which modern man 
is, in any case, prone.

“I became acquainted with the last stage of corruption in my second concen- 
tration camp, Auschwitz. The gas chambers of Auschwitz were the ultimate  
consequence of the theory that man is nothing but the product of heredity and  
environment . . . I am absolutely convinced that the gas chambers of Auschwitz, 
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What happens to man’s moral outlook 
when we remove God from the picture? 
Do some reject God so they can have free-
dom to do as they choose—regardless of 
the consequences?
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Treblinka, and Maidanek were ultimately prepared not in some ministry or other  
in Berlin, but rather at the desks and in lecture halls of nihilistic scientists and phi-
losophers” (The Doctor and the Soul: Introduction to Logotherapy, 1982, p. xxi).

The words of Hitler, posted in Auschwitz in hope that the human race would 
never again descend to such savagery, are a sobering reminder of what happens 
when we reject God’s moral absolutes: “I freed Germany from the stupid and 
degrading fallacies of conscience and morality . . . We will train young people 
before whom the world will tremble. I want young people capable of violence—
imperious, relentless and cruel” (quoted by Ravi Zacharias, Can Man Live Without 
God? 1994, p. 23).

Survival of the fittest

Looking back on recent history, we can understand how the ideas of a godless 
universe, of the human species emerging and persisting by running the gauntlet  
of the survival of the fittest—evolving and rising to exalted levels of power—led 
inevitably to the shameful fact that in the first half of the 20th century more people 
were killed by other people than in all history until that time. The justification for  
a greater part of this carnage was the idea of natural selection inherent in Darwin’s 
theory of evolution.

The application of the survival-of-the-fittest principle to human affairs came to 
be known as social Darwinism. Although Darwin apparently did not condone the 
extrapolation of his natural-selection theory into social relationships, he did argue 
that human evolution proceeded through warfare and struggle.

One observer noted: “There are few evolutionists who have been embarrassed 
by the social implications of evolution and who have stressed cooperation (instead 
of struggle) as a factor in evolution. Others have said that it has been improperly 
applied when it is used to defend militarism and social abuses.

“Of course the application of Darwinian survival of the fittest to human affairs 
by unscrupulous men has no direct bearing on the question of whether human 
beings and other creatures evolved from simple forms of life. But these abuses 
have been sanctioned and abetted with evolution as an excuse, and if evolution is 
not true it seems all the more tragic” (Bolton Davidheiser, Evolution and Christian 
Faith, 1969, p. 354).

The future of evolution

The evolutionary principle, having produced its deadly fruit throughout much 
of the 20th century, will no doubt continue to flourish in the 21st. The emphasis 
now is on improving mankind genetically. Researchers speak of extending life-
spans and eradicating diseases with gene therapy and genetic implants. There is 
common talk of improving physical and mental abilities and bestowing individual 
natural talents through genetic manipulation. At the moment, we struggle with the 
ethical, emotional and legal issues involved with such practices.

In short, many think man is able to direct his own evolution. Maybe that’s not 
such a strange thought. It is the natural outcome of man trying to find his own way 

Man’s Natural Hostility Toward God

Why does man reject the God of the 
Bible and the divine laws that define 
His standards? God’s laws call on us 

to meet a personally demanding standard that 
few are willing to consider. Man rejects God pri-
marily because God’s laws embody a morality 
that is outwardly focused and shows concern 
for others rather than oneself. We, however, are 
primarily motivated by selfish concerns—what 
is best for us, what we can get, how we can be 
viewed as better than others. 

Why do we have such a selfish nature? How 
did it originate? The Bible tells us the origin of 
the hostile and suspicious nature inherent in hu-
man beings. Genesis 3 explains that the devil, in 
the guise of the serpent In the Garden of Eden, 
first planted this suspicion and rebellion toward 
God in the mind of the first man and woman, 
Adam and Eve. He told them God was not acting 
in their best interest and convinced them they 
could do just as well, if not better, without God.

When Eve was taken in by Satan’s seductive 
reasoning and Adam then rebelled with her, God 
did not force Himself on them. He allowed them 
to live without the benefit of His revealed knowl-
edge. Adam quickly blamed his wife, and his 
wife blamed the serpent. Man has been blaming 
everyone else for his troubles ever since.

Things quickly degenerated. In a fit of jeal-
ousy, the firstborn son of Adam and Eve killed 
his younger brother (Genesis 4). Envy, jealousy 
and greed became entrenched human motiva-
tions just as violence became a common way 
of dealing with conflict.

The descendants of Adam have seldom 
freely returned to God and willingly trusted in 
Him. Notice the apostle Paul’s description of 
mankind’s motivation: “Those who live ac-
cording to the sinful nature have their minds 
set on what that nature desires” (Romans 
8:5, NIV). Their selfish desires prejudice their 
minds against God and the morality of His laws. 
Therefore, Paul continues, “the mind-set of the 

flesh is hostile to God because it does not sub-
mit itself to God’s law, for it is unable to do so” 
(verse 7, Holman Christian Standard Bible). 

It’s little wonder that most people reject any-
thing that doesn’t reflect their own point of view 
(Jeremiah 10:23). They think they have a better, 
more enlightened way, one far superior to the 
presumed crude and oppressive morality of the 
Bible. Nevertheless, God’s law far excels alter-
native moral values of man. As the apostle Paul 
wrote, “The wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God” (1 Corinthians 3:19).

Historically no nations or peoples have wanted 
to be governed by all of the Ten Command-
ments, because they go against the grain of hu-
man nature. Some can see benefits in keeping 
several of the commandments, such as not lying 
to, stealing from or killing one’s fellow man. But, 
at best, people generally pick and choose among 
God’s laws or embrace them only superficially.

Even when people keep the letter of those 
laws, they often miss their spirit and intent, 
which Jesus Christ defined as love toward 
God and love toward our fellow man (Matthew 
22:37-40).

In rejecting God’s revealed way of life, people 
unknowingly cut themselves off from blessings 
and sentence themselves to suffering. As His 
Word tell us, “See, I have set before you today 
life and good, death and evil, in that I command 
you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in 
His ways, and to keep His commandments, His 
statutes, and His judgments, that you may live 
and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless 
you” (Deuteronomy 30:15-16).

It is sad that most people choose not to ac-
cept God’s offer of a way that will lead to an 
abundant and fulfilled life. There is much more 
to learn about this vital subject, and we have 
only scratched the surface here. Please request 
your free copies of our booklets The Ten Com-
mandments and The Road to Eternal Life, which 
discuss these topics in much greater depth.
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to a superior life without God—perhaps even including the notion that through 
artificial evolution humanity can overcome death and at last attain immortality.

It would be much simpler and surer to believe God in the first place. Man can 
achieve everything that is good for him now—a happy and fulfilled life—and, in 
the future, immortality in the divine family of God. But man tries to achieve it on 
his own terms, without acknowledging or obeying his Creator. His selfish nature 
leads him to satisfy his cravings, thus bringing on himself the physical, mental and 
emotional penalties that result from breaking God’s laws—but he turns around and 
uses the intellect God gave him to try to circumvent paying the price. 

It’s ironic how firmly man holds 
to belief in absolute physical and nat-
ural laws but vigorously objects to 
the very idea that the spiritual laws  
of God are just as immutable and 
absolute. When it comes to human 
behavior, somehow humanity finds  
a way to explain that God doesn’t 
exist, thinking that will remove the 
consequences. Make no mistake: 
When mankind breaks any of God’s 
law, denying that God exists in no 
way removes the price that must  
be paid. 

Priceless privilege or  
cheap substitute? 

Of all His earthly creation, God 
gave human beings alone the ability to choose whether we will live by His laws  
or by whatever values we assign to ourselves for our own satisfaction. God’s laws 
are not mere duties, but He designed us so we will be most happy, satisfied and ful-
filled by doing what He says. Since God made us, He knows what is best for us. 
He gives us instructions that will benefit us.

Man is not a mere puppet in God’s hands. We have the choice of whether or  
not to do what He says (Deuteronomy 30:19). We can either recognize Him as 
the Creator and Lawgiver of the cosmos, or we can deny that He exists. We can 
choose to live a meaningless life or we can choose a life with purpose. 

If we exalt ourselves by imagining that we are the highest form of life in the 
evolutionary process, we in reality are robbing ourselves of the priceless value God 
places on us. Our existence and future are devalued from being sons and daughters 
of God to being only one of many species of animals. It is tragic that man has sub-
stituted the cheap feeling of self-importance for the priceless privilege of becom-
ing God’s own children, of sharing the awesome universe with Him in glory and 
immortality.

Meet God

Meet God

Can you really come to know God, who claims to be Creator, Lifegiver, 
Sustainer of the universe, the One who does nothing without a reason?

Atheistic evolution claims that life exists because of a series of 
lucky accidents, that the laws governing the cosmos and life itself 

came into existence by chance, that the universe came from nothing and that 
everything we see has no purpose or meaning. When you look at the evidence of 
the origin of the universe and the supposed evolution of life, you cannot honestly 
say that science and human rationale have provided acceptable alternatives to 
the existence of God.

The answers to life’s major questions have been available from ancient times, 
revealed in the Bible. The Bible claims to be the Word of God Himself. This  
is where He has revealed Himself as the Creator and shown the purpose for His 
creation. (To learn more, be sure to download or request your free copy of our 
booklet Is the Bible True?)

Is God silent?

The skeptic asks, “If God exists, why doesn’t He reveal Himself?”—as 
though this would resolve all debate about God’s existence. God, however, 
knows better. He knows that no amount of evidence will convince those who  
are determined not to acknowledge and accept Him.

That is exactly what God tells us repeatedly in the Bible. Not only did He 
reveal Himself to the writers of Scripture to pass on to us what we need to know, 
but He has revealed Himself to everyone through His creation. 

Yet human beings often draw incorrect conclusions from the ample evidence 
He has provided. As we noted earlier, people hold underlying motives for  
refusing to believe in a Creator God or a higher purpose. This all too conve-
niently allows them to live however they want without interference from any 
divine authority.

The fallacy of that reasoning is that God won’t simply go away so people can 
satisfy their selfish cravings. Denying the law of gravity just because we can’t see, 
touch or handle it doesn’t mean gravity doesn’t exist. In the same way, denying 
the equally real and binding spiritual laws and principles God set in motion 
doesn’t mean He and they magically go away. We remain ultimately accountable 
to the Creator, who has left us with abundant evidence of His existence.

In the previous chapter we saw that the apostle Paul, who preached powerfully 
about the true God in a superstitious, polytheistic world, spoke unambiguously of 
the consequences of ignoring the evidence of the Creator. Look again at what he 
said: “Ever since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, 
invisible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he 
has made. So they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20, NRSV). C
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The anti-God movement that took root in 
the 19th century bore its bitter fruit in the 
20th with two world wars, the rise of athe-
istic communism and gruesome savagery 
against other human beings.
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Again, Paul is saying here that we can see ample evidence of a Creator, as 
well as His nature and character, by observing the physical creation. He asserts 
that the evidence is so unmistakable that a rational, thinking person has no 
excuse to conclude there is no God. People have no excuse to conclude God is 
anything other than what He is—eternal, supreme, all powerful and infinitely 
good. Anyone who asks the right questions and honestly wants to know the 
answers will come to the same logical conclusion.

So powerful is the evidence for God that Paul declares: “For the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of those who by 
their wickedness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain  
to them, because God has shown it to them” (verses 18-19, NRSV).

Although God clearly reveals His existence, He acknowledges that some men 
suppress the truth about Him. Why would anyone do that? Paul answers that 
“since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased 
mind and to things that should not be done” (verse 28, NRSV). Some don’t want 
to acknowledge the existence of God simply so they can live in whatever manner 
they choose and do whatever they want. This helps explain why man has used his 
God-given abilities of observation and logic to reason incorrectly and to draw 
false conclusions.

God’s claim of Creator

The first statement in the Bible is clear as to our ultimate origin: “In the begin-
ning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). God here establishes 
the premise for everything else that will follow.

Later, through the prophet Isaiah, He summarizes His creation of the earth and 
everything in it: “Thus says God the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, who gives 
breath to the people on it, and spirit to those who walk on it” (Isaiah 42:5).

Through Isaiah God tells us to look at His handiwork in the heavens: “Lift  
up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host 
and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, 
mighty in power, not one is missing . . . Have you not known? Have you not 
heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable” (Isaiah 
40:26-28, NRSV).

On a clear night we can see about 2,000 stars with the naked eye. A century 
ago astronomers thought our Milky Way galaxy, with its billions of stars, was the 
entire universe. Now they estimate that there are at least 100 billion galaxies, and 
possibly far more, each with billions of stars. The estimated number of galaxies 
continues to grow as new technological breakthroughs allow us to expand our 
view of the cosmos.

It would require supercomputers just to list the names or assigned numbers of 
a significant fraction of these stars. Yet God claims to have created every star and 
that He can account for each of them!

Where did God come from?

God anticipated the skeptics’ often-asked question: “If God made everything, 
then who made God?” Notice His answer: “Before Me there was no God formed, 
nor shall there be after Me” (Isaiah 43:10).

God is not bound by time as we are. He is “the High and Lofty One who 
inhabits eternity” (Isaiah 57:15). Paul tells us that God “has immortality, dwell-

ing in unapproachable light,  
whom no man has seen or can  
see” (1 Timothy 6:16).

The name of God used most 
often in the Old Testament, typi-
cally transliterated as Yahweh (and 
usually represented by “Lord” in 
English Bibles), is essentially the 
third-person form of the name by 
which God revealed Himself to 
Moses in Exodus 3:14: “I AM 
WHO I AM.” This name signifies 
the Eternal or Self-Existent  
One—the “Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come” 
(Revelation 4:8). 

Jesus Christ further refers to Himself as “the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End . . . who is and who was and who is to come, the 
Almighty” (Revelation 1:8). 

Again, God is eternal. The universe had a beginning, yet God existed before 
that time. He has always existed. Nothing—and no one—brought Him into being. 
(To learn more, download or request our free booklet Who Is God?)

The Creator comes to earth

The Bible plainly says that God created all things through Jesus Christ, who  
is also called the Word (John 1:1-3; see also Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:15-17; 
Hebrews 1:1-2). “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we  
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace  
and truth” (John 1:14).

The One who actually performed the act of forming the earth, created life on it 
and brought the universe into being out of nothing came to earth and lived among 
men as a human being. He “stripped Himself of His glory, and took on Him the 
nature of a bondservant by becoming a man like other men” (Philippians 2:7, 
Weymouth Translation). 

The Creator of the universe came to the world and lived and died like any ordi-
nary human being. But He was no ordinary man. He was God made flesh, the Son 
of God the Father, teaching and exemplifying the laws and principles that are 
embodied in the Father Himself, declaring: “As My Father taught Me, I speak these 

Meet God

Not only did God reveal Himself to the writ-
ers of the Bible, but He has revealed Him-
self to all mankind through His creation.
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things. And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for  
I always do those things that please Him” (John 8:28-29). 

Jesus lived His life on earth just as the Father would if He were here on earth. 
He perfectly represented the Father so that He could say, “He who has seen Me 
has seen the Father” (John 14:9).

Jesus taught a specific message—the gospel, or good news, of the Kingdom of 
God (Mark 1:14-15). He taught that we can become a part of God’s family and 
that we can attain immortality in that family (Matthew 5:9, 45; Luke 6:35; 20:36). 
But this requires obedience to the laws of the Kingdom of God and faith in the 
King of that Kingdom (Matthew 19:16-21; Hebrews 11:6). 

The Creator cares

Did God create the world and then leave it and us alone? Does He simply let 
the world run on, never intervening in human history, like a watchmaker who 
made the watch, wound it up and left it alone to eventually run down?

God indeed cares about His creation. He had in mind His purpose of creating 
the earth and human life, and giving people the opportunity for immortality, well 
before He started—in fact, “before time began” (2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:2). This  
is completely contrary to the theory of meaningless evolution. 

The Bible reveals God as one who cares enough about those He has created  
to intervene on their behalf. He says, “For I am God, and there is no other; I am 
God, and there is no one like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from 
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My purpose shall stand, and I will  
fulfill my intention’” (Isaiah 46:9-10, NRSV).

God has intervened in history before, as recorded in the Bible. He will do so 
again, but this time to bring the human experience to the point where men will 
come to recognize Him for who He is and accept His revealed knowledge and His 
purpose for them.

John 3:16-17, one of the best-known passages in the Bible, tells us: “For  
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved.” 

What is more fantastic is that God is involved to the point that He will bring 
His purpose to its desired end. Human beings made in the image of God will have 
every opportunity to know the true God and make clear choices, whether they 
will take Him up on His offer of eternal life or refuse it.

Freedom to choose

God has given us freedom of choice. Speaking through Moses to His chosen 
nation, ancient Israel, He said: “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today 
against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; there-
fore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live” (Deuteronomy 
30:19). (For more on why God gives us freedom of choice, be sure to read  

“How Does God Reveal Himself?” beginning on page 66.)
Adam and Eve made the fateful decision to reject God’s revelation and rely  

on their own reasoning to determine right and wrong. God has allowed mankind 
to reject His revealed knowledge. He has given us freedom to formulate our own 
philosophies about the origin and meaning of life and to experiment with ways  
of life, governments and institutions through which we hope to find lasting peace 
and contentment.

But it has been an experiment that has failed to give us what we’re longing and 
searching for. Thousands of years of experimenting with philosophies and govern-
ments have failed to bring peace. History is littered with bloodshed, oppression 
and shattered hopes.

The experiment will continue to fail. Only with God’s revealed knowledge can 
we find abundant life and bounteous blessings—the real reasons God created us 
and the way we can fulfill our purpose.

The logical conclusion
We see around us a world that has departed from the knowledge of God. Man-

kind has fashioned many societies, philosophies and ideas of human destiny with-
out the help of God’s revealed knowledge. Although God is involved in His cre-
ation, for now He has limited His involvement because He is allowing the human 
race to learn from its own mistakes. 

Most people assume that if there is a God, He must be desperately trying  
to enforce His will and convert humanity to His way of thinking. But they also 
observe that, if that is the case, God’s efforts are a miserable failure because the 
forces of evil are having much greater effect.

The simple truth of the matter is that God isn’t trying to convert the world to  
His way of life now. He is permitting the human experience to play itself out to its 
logical, inevitable conclusion.

Like children who sometimes will come to understand that the stove is hot 
only after they insist on touching it, we, too, often must learn lessons the hard 
way, through painful experience. Time and time again biblical history records 
God warning people of the consequences of rejecting Him and His ways. “I have 
no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live,” says God. “Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die . . .?” 
(Ezekiel 33:11).

Where will mankind’s collective decisions lead us? Just as forsaking the 
knowledge of the Creator God and His laws brings suffering and anguish on an 
individual, so it brings similar results on a national, and even a worldwide, level.

Jesus Christ foretold the inevitable outcome of human civilization apart  
from God: “It will be a time of great distress, such as there has never been since 
the beginning of the world, and will never be again. If that time of troubles  
were not cut short, no living thing could survive” (Matthew 24:21-22, Revised 
English Bible).

We should be sobered by Jesus’ words. It is in God’s plan to allow the human 

Meet God
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How Does God Reveal Himself?

If God is real, why doesn’t He reveal Himself to us 
in a way that should erase any doubt of His exis-
tence? In reality, He has done this many times. 

Eyewitness accounts of human interaction with  
Him have been recorded and preserved for us in 
the Bible. But does such documented testimony 
satisfy skeptics? It never has, and it never will.

If God accepted the challenge of always having 
to prove His existence, what would it take? Would 
it have been necessary for Him to personally ap-
pear to and perform miracles to every human be-
ing ever born? But even that might not be enough 
to satisfy everyone.

Instead, God long ago decided to provide solid 
evidence—in the form of His handiwork, human 
testimony and fulfilled prophecy—that He is the 
living, intelligent Creator of the universe. This evi-
dence is compelling and powerful to those with an 
ear to hear and an eye to see. But everyone has a 
choice. He can face the evidence or scoff at it.

Does God hide Himself?

Let’s briefly examine the record of the Creator 
God’s revelations of Himself to mankind.

God walked and talked with Adam and Eve. 
During their close relationship with Him, He gave 
them specific instructions (Genesis 2:15-17; 3:2-
3). Yet they chose to disobey and then attempted 
to hide themselves (Genesis 3:8-10).

Later God reasoned with their son Cain about 
his unreasonable anger (Genesis 4:5-7). Cain re-
jected God’s advice and murdered his brother. In-
stead of being truly sorry for his deed, Cain “went 
out from the presence of the Lord” (verses 8-16).

God talked with faithful Noah (Genesis 6:13). 
Noah was different from others to whom God ap-
peared. He followed God’s instructions (Genesis 
7:5). The same was true of Abraham. God per-
sonally appeared to Abraham and had conversa-
tions with him on several occasions (Genesis 
12:1, 7; 13:14; 17:1-3).

God’s willingness to reveal Himself to Moses 
and the people of ancient Israel is especially 

important to understand. “So the Lord spoke 
to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his 
friend” (Exodus 33:11). God attempted to estab-
lish a similarly direct relationship with the Israel-
ites. Moses recorded what happened: “The Lord 
talked with you face to face on the mountain . . . 
I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to 
declare to you the word of the Lord; for you were 
afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up 
the mountain” (Deuteronomy 5:4-5).

The Israelites begged for more distance. They 
didn’t even want to hear God’s voice (Exodus 
20:18-19). They requested that in the future He 
reveal Himself to them only through His prophet.

From that time forward God honored that 
request. He revealed Himself to ancient Israel 
through His prophets. He sent them to warn His 
people and encourage them to be faithful to Him. 
But their messages went unheeded. The people 
cruelly martyred many of those prophets.

God allows man to choose

It was not God’s idea to remove Himself and 
be seemingly unapproachable. It was mankind’s 
choice. Beginning with Adam and Eve, God gave 
humankind freedom of choice. He allows us to 
choose whether we will believe in Him, accept the 
knowledge He reveals and obey Him—or not.

God didn’t force Adam and Eve to follow His 
instructions. They freely chose not to. Humanity 
has felt the repercussions of that fateful decision 
ever since.

Neither did God force ancient Israel to obey 
Him. He clearly offered the Israelites a choice: 
“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses,” He told them. “Now 
choose life, so that you and your children may 
live” (Deuteronomy 30:19, NIV).

With their own ears they had heard God at 
Mount Sinai. They had witnessed miracle after 
miracle in their trek out of Egypt. Yet the Israelites 
quickly forgot that evidence and chose to disre-

gard the way of life and blessings God offered 
(see also Deuteronomy 31:27).

Mankind has consistently chosen to turn away 
from God’s revelation, preferring the way that ulti-
mately leads to curses and death (Proverbs 14:12; 
16:25). Nothing has changed today. We are faced 
with the same two choices: Believe God and obey 
His laws, or disbelieve and disobey.

Most people like to think they are open-
minded, that they wouldn’t be antagonistic or 
prejudiced against the truth. Yet some of the 
same people who knew of Christ’s miracles later 

shouted for His blood. Jesus pointed out that 
some were so hardened toward God that they 
wouldn’t accept Him and His ways even if some-
one were raised from the dead (Luke 16:31).

Human nature hasn’t changed. The same bias 
and prejudice remain just as deeply entrenched 
in our modern era. It’s not a pretty thought to 
consider that a significant part of humanity will-
ingly hardens its thinking against God, yet it hap-
pens (2 Peter 3:5). For the natural human way 
of thinking is fundamentally hostile toward God 
(Romans 8:7). So people look for ways to dismiss 
Him from their lives. For some, particularly intel-
lectuals, this takes the form of reasoning around 
clear evidence for His existence (Romans 1:18-
22). The heart is deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9) and 
convinces the mind of falsehood. 

Has God ever provided human beings with ab-
solute, indisputable proof of His existence? Will He 
ever provide such proof in the future? The answer 
to both questions is an emphatic yes.

When God brought ancient Israel out of Egypt, 
He performed many awesome miracles that dem-
onstrated His existence, power and control over 
the laws of nature. “Now the Lord said to Moses, 
‘Go in to Pharaoh; for I have hardened his heart 
and the hearts of his servants, that I may show 
these signs of Mine before him, and that you may 
tell in the hearing of your son and your son’s son 
the mighty things I have done in Egypt, and My 
signs which I have done among them, that you 
may know that I am the Lord’” (Exodus 10:1-2).

They had their proof, but it quickly faded from 
their memory. “They made a calf in Horeb, and 
worshiped the molded image . . . They forgot 
God their Savior, who had done great things . . .” 
(Psalm 106:19-22).

Later God gave them proof that He was God 
through the words of His prophets. Fulfilled proph-
ecy powerfully demonstrates the reality of God. He 
proclaimed, “I am God, and there is none like Me, 
declaring the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times things that are not yet done” (Isaiah 
46:9-10). Only God can accurately foretell the  
future and bring it to pass.

Bible prophecy is one proof of God that can be 
easily verified. Although it is beyond the scope of 
this publication to explain the many precisely ful-
filled prophecies, some examples are readily avail-
able to you in our free booklet Is the Bible True?

More absolute proof on the way

God has promised that the time is coming—at 
a time most people don’t expect—when the 
whole world will witness the same type of mirac-
ulous evidence of His existence that He displayed 
in ancient Egypt.

This coming intervention in world affairs will be 
unmistakable. You can read about how God plans 
to reveal His great power and glory in our free 
booklets You Can Understand Bible Prophecy and 
Are We Living in the Time of the End?W
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God offered a direct relationship with 
ancient Israel, but the Israelites refused. 
At Mount Sinai they pleaded for more 
distance between them and God.
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race to come to the end of its rope, to the brink of annihilation, in the centuries-
long human experiment. Only then will mankind learn the lesson—the hard way. 
(To better understand these major themes and how they will play out according to 
Bible prophecy, be sure to download or request our free booklets The Gospel of 
the Kingdom, Are We Living in the Time of the End? and You Can Understand 
Bible Prophecy.)

Direct divine intervention
The news isn’t all bad. The good news is that Jesus Christ will intervene  

powerfully to prevent us from exterminating ourselves. Although Bible proph-
ecy warns us that the human race will face extinction, and that a large portion  
of humanity will perish for the time being, our headlong race toward disaster 
will be cut short. Mankind will be spared, but it won’t be because we will have 
somehow found a way to solve our problems. It will be only because Christ will 
return to earth and finally bring an end to what the Bible calls “this present evil 
age” (Galatians 1:4).

At this prophesied time of unparalleled global turmoil and danger, Jesus  
will return. Literally and figuratively, it will be humankind’s darkest days: 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and  
the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers  
of the heavens will be shaken. Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
heaven, and then all the [peoples] of the earth will mourn, and they will see  
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” 
(Matthew 24:29-30). 

For those who view the world from a godless perspective, the scene leading  
up to that time will be contradictory and confusing. They will see man wanting  
to be considered good, but still struggling with a nature that finds it all too easy  
to oppress and inflict suffering on fellow human beings. They will see frightening 
natural disasters taking the lives of untold thousands of people and bringing 
immeasurable pain and loss to countless others, all the while failing to perceive 
God’s concern. 

If one problem is solved, several more will spring up to take its place. People 
will cry out to God, wondering where He is. But the simple truth of the matter is 
that humanity will reap the tragic results of removing God from the picture. They 
will have to learn the lesson that there are no answers without turning to God, 
seeking His instruction on how to live and how to fulfill His purpose for living.

Meet God

If there is a God, why don’t we see, hear or 
touch Him? It’s a simple and fair question. 
But the answer defies human logic, reasoning 

and experience.
We experience things through our physical 

senses. Our eyes capture the light reflected from 
physical objects. Our ears pick up the vibrations 
from sound waves. Our fingertips gauge the  
texture and hardness of the things we touch.

We live in a physical world with its four known 
space-time dimensions of length, width, height 
(or depth) and time. The God of the Bible, how-
ever, dwells in a different dimension—the spirit 
realm—beyond the natural perception of our 
physical senses. It’s not that God isn’t real; it’s 
a matter of Him not being limited by the physi-
cal laws and dimensions that govern our world  
(Isaiah 57:15). He is spirit (John 4:24).

Notice what the Scriptures reveal about this 
God who is not bound by space and time.

Jesus Christ as a human being had a physical 
body. Like ours, His was subject to injury, pain 
and death. The four Gospels record that He was 

scourged and crucified. Several of His followers 
took His brutalized body, wrapped it in strips of 
linen and sealed it in a tomb. There was no doubt 
Jesus was dead. His body lay in the tomb for 
three days and three nights, watched over by a 
detachment of guards.

But it was not to remain so. A minor uproar 
ensued at the end of the three days when some 
of His followers came to the tomb—only to find 
it empty. They would be in for an even greater 
surprise!

That evening His disciples gathered in a room, 
with the doors firmly shut because they feared 
for their lives, when “Jesus came and stood in 
the midst, and said to them, ‘Peace be with you’” 
(John 20:19). Their beloved teacher, whom they 
had seen killed and entombed, suddenly mate-
rialized inside a locked room and greeted them! 
Lest they think He was an impostor, He showed 
them the nail punctures from His crucifixion and 
the spear wound in His side.

The resurrected Jesus was no longer bound by 
physical factors. He effortlessly entered a closed 

room and revealed Himself to His disciples. They 
recognized the physical impossibility of a fleshly 
body passing through walls. Eight days later He 
repeated the miracle for the benefit of the dis-
ciple Thomas, who hadn’t witnessed the earlier 
appearance (John 20:26). Days later, in another 
miracle, He defied gravity, ascending into the sky 
in the sight of all His disciples (Acts 1:9). 

Scripture reveals that God lives outside the 
bounds of time as we know it (Isaiah 57:15). We 
read that our awesome destiny was planned “be-
fore time began” (2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 1:2) and 
“before the creation of the world” (Ephesians 
1:4; 1 Peter 1:20, NIV).

“By faith we understand that the universe 
was formed at God’s command, so that what 
is seen was not made out of what was visible” 
(Hebrews 11:3, NIV). In other words, the physi-
cal universe we see, hear, feel and experience 
was created not from existing matter, but from a 
source independent of the physical dimensions 
we can perceive.

This does not mean God the Father and Jesus 
Christ never reveal Themselves to people. The 
Scriptures are a chronicle of God’s interaction 

with—and care and concern for—men, women 
and children through the centuries.

Many people reject the Bible, the Gospels in 
particular, because it describes many miraculous 
occurrences—dramatic healings, resurrections, 
fire from heaven and spectacular visions, to 
name a few. They believe these things are im-
possible because they defy human experience 
and the laws that govern our physical existence. 
They thus conclude that biblical accounts of 
such things cannot be true.

Regrettably, they fail to consider that God the 
Father and Jesus Christ can operate beyond 
the bounds of the physical laws that govern the 
universe. A God who can bring the universe into 
existence can certainly perform miracles such as 
those found in the Scriptures! 

Where does this leave us? Will we believe 
the many witnesses God has provided, or will 
we insist on some kind of proof He provides us 
personally before we believe? Jesus’ words to 
Thomas in John 20:29 are also clearly intended 
for us: “Because you have seen Me, you have 
believed. Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed”!

A God Not Bound by Space and Time
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God is now giving some the opportunity to fulfill their destiny. If you have  
the courage to reject the philosophy of meaninglessness and turn to your Creator 
to seek His will in your life, you can become part of those who overcome this 
present evil world and share in Christ’s reign after He returns to establish His 
Kingdom over the earth (Revelation 3:21; 20:4, 6).

The good news is that God will powerfully answer the question of whether He 
exists. The whole world will know the true God, worshipping Him and learning 
His holy and righteous laws. “None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his 
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them  
to the greatest of them” (Hebrews 8:11; Jeremiah 31:34). Mankind will at last find 
the peace and contentment we have sought for so long.

A relationship with the Creator

Can you really know God? The first step is to be willing to recognize the evi-
dence He provides of His existence. As we have shown in this publication, God 
provides plenty of evidence if we are willing to see and acknowledge it. We can 
draw many conclusions about Him from what we see in the universe and the 
world around us. We can then take the next step, to search for a relationship with 
the Creator.

King David reasoned correctly when he observed the marvels of God’s  
creation. He came to at least two important conclusions in his observations. 
First, he concluded that a being who created the universe and gave us life must 
have a great purpose for us: “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that  
You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit [care for] him?” 
(Psalm 8:3-4).

Second, he concluded that a being who presided over such a creation would  
be right in everything He does, and that He is One who can be trusted. Psalm 19 
shows that David understood this: “The heavens declare the glory of God; the 
skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night 
after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where their 
voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends  
of the world” (verses 1-4, NIV).

David understood that when we look into the heavens, we can perceive this 
self-evident truth speaking to us as surely as though another person were speaking 
to us face to face. That message is available to every person everywhere and is 
understandable by anyone regardless of language: There is a great Creator, and  
He is infinitely greater than anything we can imagine. We are without excuse if  
we refuse to believe it (Romans 1:20). 

David speaks of God’s greatness, proclaiming that “the law of the Lord is per-
fect . . . The testimony of the Lord is sure . . . The statutes of the Lord are right 
. . . The commandment of the Lord is pure . . . The fear of the Lord is clean . . . 
The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether” (Psalm 19:7-9).

On many occasions David marveled at the vast array of the Milky Way galaxy 

sparkling in the night sky. During his years as a young shepherd he had time to 
study and wonder about the intricacies of nature. He drew on his early experiences 
to reach profound conclusions about his Creator.

You can ponder the same questions, look at the same evidence and reach the 
same logical conclusions. Does God exist? Of course He does. And He cares 
about you! You can be moved by what you see with your own eyes and make  
a decision to accept God’s offer to establish a personal relationship with you.  
If you do, you will be taking the first step toward inhabiting eternity with Him  
in unending blessing and joy!

Meet God

Our Window of Opportunity

C loser than ever to the end of this present 
evil age, we have an unusual window 
of opportunity to search out the hid-

den purpose of our existence, to find our way 
back to God.

In short, mankind desperately needs to 
be reconciled to God (Isaiah 59:1-14). It is 
our sins, our abandonment of His laws, that 
stand in the way. Only when we repent of do-
ing things contrary to God’s instruction can 
we experience a true relationship with our 
Creator. We need to learn what He expects 
of us. We should not distance ourselves from 
the presence of God as the Israelites did at 
Mount Sinai.

What does He advise us to do? The an-
swer is straightforward: “Seek the Lord while 
He may be found, call upon Him while He is 
near. Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return 
to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; 
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” 
(Isaiah 55:6-7).

The Bible elsewhere refers to what is ad-
vised here as repentance—turning from our 
ways of doing things, and the bitter fruit those 
ways bring, and surrendering to God to begin 
living according to His ways. 

God “now commands all men everywhere 
to repent” and forsake our self-induced ig-
norance (Acts 17:30). (To better understand 
what it means to repent, be sure to download 

or request your free copy of our booklet The 
Road to Eternal Life.)

God wants to show us the way out of our 
hardships and miseries and grant us under-
standing of the awesome knowledge of His 
plan for us. “Call to Me,” He says, “and I will 
answer you, and show you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know” (Jeremiah 
33:3). He will reward those who seek Him with 
their whole heart.

In our information age we sadly lack the 
most vital information of all—the knowledge of 
God. He wants to reveal it to us, but we must 
be willing to accept it and do some digging 
ourselves.

In the final analysis, “he who comes to 
God must believe that He is, and that He is 
a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him” 
(Hebrews 11:6).

God offers the help of His Church, the spiri-
tual Body of believers He describes as “the pil-
lar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). 
He encourages us to “grow in the grace and 
knowledge” of the wonderful truths of the Bible 
(2 Peter 3:18). The members of the United 
Church of God, which publishes this booklet, 
are committed to fulfilling Christ’s admoni-
tion to carry the message of God’s truth to 
the world and teaching people His way of life 
(Matthew 24:14; 28:18-20). We welcome you 
to take part in its work and to discover the truth 
in mankind’s age-old search for God.
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