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The Word of God.:
The Foundation
of Knowledge

“The heart of the prudent gets knowledge, and the ear
of thewise seeks knowledge” (Proverbs 18:15).

ome 2,500 years ago the Hebrew prophet

Daniel clearly foresaw an unprecedented know!-

edge explosion. “Many shall run to and fro, and

knowledge shall increase,” he wrote (Daniel
12:4). How astonishingly true of our world!

We live in a dynamic information age largely driven
by scientific communications and the digital
revolution. The demand to be informed is
relentless. Popular magazines routinely

carry articles on how to cope with this
constant barrage of information.

But what is sadly lacking is the basic
knowledge so essential to humanity’s
overdl well-being. In an unparalleled
period of information overload, the world

is desperately troubled because of
its fundamental lack of basic under-
standing and common sense.
Well over 2,000 years ago God
warned, “My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6).
“We are drowning in information, but starved for
knowledge,” observes trend-spotter John Naishitt. What
aparadox: The more information we acquire the less
essential knowledge we seem to absorb—often with dire
long-term consequences. God's warning through Hosea
certainly rings true!

KNOWLEDGE AND
UNDERSTANDING—OR
MEANINGLESS INFORMATION?

Asan insightful editoria in a popular national news-
paper put it: “With nearly 1,000 new books published
in the U.S. each week, the pressure to stay informed
weighs heavily. But there is a difference between infor-
mation and wisdom” (emphasis added throughout).
The current figure in Britain is about 300 new books
published each day, not to mention the massive
amounts of information available around the world
through new technologies.

Clearly, understanding and information are not
synonymous. Wrote former British foreign secretary
Francis Pym: “ The images we see on television reflect
only the symptoms and consequences of a problem . . .
When we see world events described by commentators,

Daniel
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that does not lead to understanding, but only to an
emotional reaction and the acquisition of casual
knowledge”

So, in spite of this massive proliferation of informa-
tion, avoid exists. Informative knowledge alone won't
do. American writer Saul Bellow articulated this
fundamental problem: “Information isto be found in
daily papers. We are informed about everything, we
know nothing.”

Thisiswhere the Bible enters the picture. The
inspired Word of God stands as the solid source of all
right knowledge. The Bible provides the proper frame-
work of the essential knowledge through which al other
useful information is properly understood. Without this
crucia foundation, we live in a confused muddie—
constantly inundated with an avalanche of information
we cannot fully grasp or understand.

But, when we have the right foundation, the Eternal
God reveals exciting and profound spiritual knowledge
to those who believe and obey Him.

What does the Bible tell us about “knowledge’?

We begin our formal study with severa key passages.

Is God concerned about what we know? What are
theresults of lack of right knowledge?

“ My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”

(Hosea 4:6).

Though we have greater access to the Bible than did
any previous generation, we pay scant attention to its
contents—with devastating results. Solomon warned us.
“There is away that seemsright to aman, but itsend is
the way of death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25).

But what special knowledge is missing?

“Thereisno truth or mercy or knowledge of God
intheland” (Hosea 4:1).

“The priests no longer asked, ‘Where is the Lord?’
Those who handled the law had no real knowledge
of me” (Jeremiah 2:8, Revised English Bibl€).

At creation God gave mankind the capacity to
acquire material knowledge. Indeed in our time we
have amassed it in previously undreamed-of abun-
dance. What concerns God is our pitiful lack of basic
spiritual knowledge. How accurate was the apostle
Paul’s perception that far too many tend to be “aways



learning and never able to come to knowledge of the
truth”! (2 Timothy 3:7).

What are the consequences of ignoring revealed
knowledge?

“ Because you have rejected knowledge, | also will
reject you . . . Because you have forgotten the law
of your God, | also will forget your children”
(Hosea 4:6).

Ignoring or rejecting revealed spiritual knowledge
alienates us from God, cutting us off from His guidance.
God's law, the primary source of the understanding of
how we should live, operates as a spiritual force in the
world (Romans 7:14). Whether we recognize it or not,
that law is self-enforcing. Humanity pays a stiff penalty
for breaking it; we see the evidence dramatized every
day in media reports of human suffering (compare
Jeremiah 2:19).

The Bible defines sin as lawlessness (1 John 3:4)—
breaking or regecting God's lawv—and then spells out
the penalty for lawlessness. In the end “the wages of sin
is death”—perishing forever (Romans 6:23; Matthew
10:28)—hbut the immediate consequence is the misery
we see in the world. God, however, desiresto give
everlagting life in the Kingdom of God to al who will
respond to His instruction. (For more details, please
request our free booklet The Road to Eternal Life.)

BASIC KNOWLEDGE
EVERYONE NEEDS

“Why, when we' re so much better educated, do we
know so little?”
—Simon Heffer

American professor E.D. Hirsch Jr. grasped the essen-
tial nature of our knowledge problem. He commented,
in the preface of his book Cultural Literacy: “To be cul-
turdly literate is to possess the basic information needed
to thrive in the modern world.”

Beyond the basic material knowledge we need for
survival, each of us needs spiritual understanding and
insight into that special knowledge reveaed only by
God Himself. Without a substantial spiritual founda-
tion, our basic natural understanding will always fall
short of showing us how to live fulfilled, truly abun-
dant lives in the here and now—not to mention the
incomparable prospect of everlasting life in the
Kingdom of God!

Acquisition of knowledge is automatic with human
beings. It isafunction of our five senses. The core of the
problem is whether our acquired learning fitsinto the
framework revealed by God.

How should we evaluate our human achievements?
What is God's per spective?

“ Thus says the Lorb, ‘Let not the wise man glory
in hiswisdom, et not the mighty man glory in his
might, nor let the rich man glory in hisriches”
(Jeremiah 9:23).

Lest this be misunderstood, God is not against our
having wisdom or riches. The Bible tells the story
of many righteous people who were wise and
wesalthy. But they had—and the point made here is
that we a so should have—higher standards than
merely intellectual or material ones.

On the other hand, what does God commend
people for?

“‘But let himwho glories glory in this, that he
understands and knows Me, that | am the Lorp,
exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteous-
nessin the earth. For inthese | delight,” saysthe
LorD” (verse 24).

To know God: Thisisthe much-needed knowledge
theworld rgjects. It hasits originsin real humility. Only
humble men and
women can look
beyond themselves
to grasp the values
God revedls.

What did Jesus
Chrig tell Hisdis-
ciples about the
value of spiritual
knowledge?

“ But blessed ; B
areyour eyes  Humanity pays a stiff penalty

for they see, : :
and your ears for breaking God’s law. \We

for they hear:  See the evidence dramatized
for assuredly, —jn media reports every day.

| say to you that

many prophets and righteous men desired to see

what you see, and did not seeit, and hear what you

hear, and did not hear it” (Matthew 13:16-17).

Knowing God’'s Word is priceless knowledge! Itis
the true foundation for understanding al other knowl-
edge and counteracts the fal se information we see
about us.

MISINFORMATION AND
DISINFORMATION
ABOUT GOD AND THE BIBLE

“ Disinformation has been around since the serpent
sold Eve on the fateful apple.”
—Elizabeth Pond

Except, perhaps, for the supposition that it was an
apple, writer Elizabeth Pond had the right perspective
in afeature article in The Christian Science Monitor.
She added: “ Just what is disinformation? Simply put, it
is the ddliberate planting of false or mideading political
information to influence either public or dite opinion.
It isnot just misinformation, or mistaken information . . .
It is planted information with the source secret or
disguised.” Thisview isborne out in the Bible.
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The Bible reveals that Satan is

the god of this age, and at this
time this is his world.

E4

Our time is marked by a massive ignorance about
what the Bible actually says. We see that some writers
and speakers can say almost anything about the Holy
Scriptures and convince some people to believe them.

We are told varioudly that Judas Iscariot was innocent
of Christ’s blood, that shoplifting is not asin, that Jesus
parables are morally disastrous, that He studied yogain
the Far East, that Paul isthe real founder of Christianity,
ad infinitum—all distorted ideas advanced in recent
years by misguided religious thinkers.

Thisisthe age of spiritual disinformation. People
won't and don’t read the Bible for themselves. Many
are content to accept the views and opinions of so-called
experts who are often quite biased in their perspective.

WHY MAN REJECTS THE
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

Who isthe ultimate source of all misinformation and
disinformation—whether about scriptural or secular
knowledge?

“...Thegod of this age has blinded [the minds of
those who are perishing]” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

The King James
Version renders this
same phrase: “the
god of thisworld”
Many modern
Chrigtians are
decidedly uncom-
fortable with the
reality of Satan
and the biblica
accounts of Jesus
Christ’s encounters
with deranged spir-
its, which the Bible
calls demons. But
sooner or later we
have to come to terms with the truthfulness of Christ’s
personal witness. He stated as fact: | saw Satan fall like
lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18).

Asadirect result of the deception described by
the apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 4:4), how doesthe
Bible depict the spiritual plight of the present age
of man?

“...Jesus Chrigt . . . gave Himsdf for our sins,
that He might deliver us from this present evil
age...” (Galatians 1:3-4).

Again, the King James Version trand ates the key
phrase as “this present evil world.” So the god of this
world has blinded its inhabitants through his many
deceptions (compare 1 John 5:19). Yet we are promised
that divine deliveranceis available to us.

Who are we talking about? Who isreally responsible
for this massive world-encircling deception?
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“ S0 the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the
wholeworld . . .” (Revelation 12:9).

Satan is afallen archangel. As the righteous Lucifer
(meaning “Light-bringer”) he had been present at the
very throne of God, but he turned from God's way to
adiametricdly different way of life, and he was eventu-
ally consumed with vanity, jealousy and greed. Two
chaptersin the Bible deal with the devil’s origin and
his subsequent rebellion against God (carefully compare
Isaigh 14:12-15 with Ezekiel 28:11-16).

How extensive is Satan’s influence?

“. .. Thewholeworld lies under the sway of the
wicked one”’ (1 John 5:19).

Most people assume that the world is a pretty good
place or at least neutral in itsinfluence. But the Bible
reveals that Satan is the god of this age, and at this
time thisis hisworld. Tragically, his deception is so
widespread that few realize the extent to which the
world has accepted his disinformation and distorted
knowledge.

How did Satan approach Eve (“the mother of all
living”) in the Garden of Eden?

“But | fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived
Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be
corrupted from the simplicity that isin Chrigt”

(2 Corinthians 11:3).

God revealed true spiritual knowledge to Adam
and Eve. Then Satan, in the guise of a serpent, caused
Eve to doubt their very Creator’s truthfulness. She
persuaded her husband to join in the subsequent act of
disobedience—eating the forbidden fruit. God had said,
in effect, to Adam: “You should not have listened to the
voice of your wife’ (Genesis 3:17). Satan had misrepre-
sented God! He lied to Eve about her ultimate fate.
“You will not surely die,” said the serpent (compare
verses 1-7).

In deceiving Eve, what assurances did the devil
offer her?

“ For God knows that in the day you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil” (verse5).

This much of Satan’s manipulation of Eve istrue.
Their eyes were opened to the knowledge of good
and evil. “ Then the Lorbd God said, Behold the man
has become like one of Us, to know good and evil”
(verse 22). This unfortunate trend of rejecting God's
instruction, established right at the time of our human
beginnings, has continued unabated to the present day.
The world isfilled with both truth and error, both good
and evil. The devil cunningly mixes right with wrong.
Often people can't discern the important difference.
God has to reveal it. For that revelation, HisWord is
essential. It isthe foundation of al true knowledge!



What was one of the reasonsthat Jesus Christ
entered the world?

“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of
flesh and blood, He Himself [ Jesus] likewise shared
in the same, that through death He might destroy
[render powerless, New American Sandard Bibl€]
him who had the power of death, that is, the devil”
(Hebrews 2:14).

Jesus Christ’s death provided the perfect sacrifice for
the sins of humanity. He paid the death penalty for us
and offers humankind the gift of eternal life. This act
defeated Satan’s purposes and was the essential first step
of salvation upon which more spiritual knowledge could
then be added.

HOW TO GAIN
GODLY KNOWLEDGE

Who isthe source of all right knowledge?

“For the Lorb gives wisdom, and from his mouth
come knowledge and understanding” (Proverbs
2:6, New International \ersion).

God isthe great Educator! In ared sense salvation
is largely amatter of education. The world isfilled with
false values, so there is an obvious need to recapture
biblical vaues. Reliable knowledge of these true values
comes from only one source—God's Word, the Holy
Bible. God communicates His standards to us through
the Scriptures.

Yet it must be said here that, although God's
Revelation, the Holy Bible, isthe foundation of dl right
knowledge, it does not contain all knowledge. Other
useful fields of human knowledge may be built upon
that sure and sound foundation.

All deceptive knowledge—knowledge not built upon
God's Word—uwill ultimately fail and disappear.

What isone vital key to obtaining the knowledge
of God?

“ My son, if you receive my words, and treasure my
commands within you, so that you incline your ear
to wisdom, and apply your heart to understanding;
yes, if you cry out for discernment, and lift up your
voice for understanding, if you seek her as silver,
and search for her asfor hidden treasures; then you
will understand the fear of the Lorp, and find the
knowledge of God” (verses 1-5).

To treasure and earnestly seek God's way sums up
the essence of this passage. Jesus Christ echoed this sub-
lime principle in the Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall befilled” (Matthew 5:6). The New Testament is
built on the Old Testament, which in turn points forward
to the New. The one isincomplete and inadequate with-
out the other. King David wrote that “ all Your com-
mandments are righteousness’ (Psam 119:172).
Obedience and righteousness complement each other.

To aobey God, what other quality do we desper ately
need?

“The fear of the Lorp is the beginning of knowl-
edge...” (Proverbs1:7).

The fear of God is not the fear of the world or the
fear of man, which “brings asnare” (Proverbs 29:25).
A major aspect of the fear of God isto trust and place
your confidence in Him.

So often our fears are unneces-
sary. God tellsus: “I, even |, am
He who comfortsyou. Who are
you that you should be afraid of a [}
man who will die, and of theson &
of aman who will be made like
grass? And you forget the LorD
your Maker, who stretched out the §ij
heavens and laid the foundations of i
the earth” (Isaiah 51:12-13).

God isour Creator. He made
us and our environment. \We owe
our very existence to Him. We
should fear the consegquences
of ignoring His teachings,
instructions and commandments
revealed through His Word.

Wy

The world is filled
with false values, so
there is an obvious
need to recapture
biblical values.

What group of people espe-
cially needsthe fear of God?

“ The proverbs of Solomon the
son of David, king of Isradl:
To know wisdom and instruc-
tion, to perceive the words of
under standing, to receive the instruction of wisdom,
justice, judgment, and equity; to give prudence to
the simple, to the young man knowledge and discre-
tion” (Proverbs 1:1-4).

Our young men and women—the next generation—
will soon shape the future. Only the sure knowledge of
the Bible can help them cope with the challenges of the
new millennium. How thankful we should be that we
and they have ardiable spiritua guide that was “written
down for future generations’ (Psalm 102:18, Revised
English Bible).

GOD’S KNOWLEDGE
REVEALED IN TWO PARTS

“The Christian community has a divided mind
about its textbook”
—John Wenham

Most people are aware that the Bible is composed of
written material presented in two sections, traditionally
labeled the Old Testament and the New Testament. In
some respects this terminology is misleading because it
has subtly led some to reject large parts of God's revela-
tion. The Old Testament is judged to be of less value or
even obsolete by some theologians and religious leaders
becauseit is older.

Many are the misconceptions concerning the Hebrew
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Bible. British author and Bible scholar John Wenham
wrote: “We have had so much erroneous teaching for
S0 many years that even intelligent people often really
believe that the two Testaments represent two
irreconcilably opposed points of view; the
Old Testament being a God of wrath and
the New Testament a God of love” (Christ
and the Bible, p. 19).

Some conclude that the Old Testament
was old—and thus obsolete or worn out—
and it therefore has been replaced by the
New Testament. The designations “Old
Testament” and “New Testament” are found

in afew placesin some Bible trandations,
but the word trandated “testament” is
also the word for “covenant.” These
scriptures talk about the Old and New
Covenants (to be fully explained in a later
lesson)—not about the books of the Bible.
If you had lived 2,000 years ago and had asked the
apostles Peter, Paul and John about the “Old Testar
ment” or the “New Testament,” they would have had

Malachi

no idea what you were talking about. These terms were
coined by men long after the biblical books were writ-
ten. Thefirst use of “New Testament” for the Greek
Scriptures is not found until a century or more after the
deaths of the apostles.

So much of the Bible consists of the Old Testament.
In fact, the vast mgjority of God's Word is made up of
those Hebrew Scriptures—nearly 80 percent of the
Bible's 773,000 words. Moreover, the New Testament
contains some 600 quotations from and references or
dlusionsto the Old.

In that light, does it make sense for much of the
modern Christian world to view the Old Testament’s
contents as somehow inferior or conflicting with the
New? Isit logical to disregard the history of God's rev-
elation, His revealed way of life and the promises these
Hebrew Scriptures contain?

AsWalter Kaiser saysin his book Towards
Discovering the Old Testament, “the church spurns
three-fourths of God's inscripturated revelation—a
massive amount of biblical teaching—if she persists
in constructing all of her theology from the NT, while

Glossary

Apostle: An exclusive ecclesiastical role histori-
caly held by very few; literaly “one sent,” but for a
particular purpose: to deliver a message. In the New
Testament this refers to a specia envoy or messenger
of the gospel; a special messenger from God (Luke
11:49; Revelation 18:20); more specifically the
original 12 (Peter, John, Andrew, etc.) plus Paul,
Barnabas and afew others. Jesus Christ is called the
Apostle (Hebrews 3:1).

Gospdl: The good news of God's everlasting
kingdom to be established on earth after Christ’s
return and how we may be a part of that kingdom.
This message was centra to the teaching of Jesus
Christ and the apostles. The term is used about 100
times in the New Testament.

Knowledge: The broad range of information held
by a person; an attribute of God (Romans 11:33);
what we need to know about God (Hosea 4:6).

Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekid;
caled “latter” to distinguish these three and their
respective books from the books of the “former”
prophets: Samuel and Kings.

Major Prophets. Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekid;
caled “mgjor” to distinguish these three and their
respective books from the 12 “minor” prophets.
Major is used in the sense of longer books and
minor in the sense of shorter.

Pentateuch: The Greek term for the first five
books of the Bible, the five books of Moses (penta
means “five"). Thisterm came into use when the
Hebrew Bible (or Old Testament) began to be trans-
lated into Greek about 300 B.C.

Recorder: An enumerator, secretary or archivist;
theking's official secretary (2 Samudl 8:16). In the
ancient world a recorder was a member of a profes-
siona class of literate men who were trained for
officia service in royd administration.

Revelation: The disclosure of God's Word and
plan to mankind. In the Bible this refers to making
obscure things clear; bringing hidden mattersto light;
causing especially called individuas to see, hear, per-
ceive, know and understand the things of God; the
unveiling of biblical mysteries (Romans 16:25).

Scribe: A copyist of officia manuscripts (notably
the Hebrew Bible); an archivist or keeper of records;
amember of aprofessiona class of secretaries who
transcribed legal documents and who were experts
in the study of the law (or Torah). Ezrawas a skilled
scribe (Ezra 7:6). Jesus commended the profession
itself (Matthew 13:52) but often took exception to
the way the scribes used their office and influence,
frequently misinterpreting the Scriptures.

Torah: A Hebrew expression that refers specifi-
cdly to “the law,” meaning the five books of Moses.
In amuch broader sense it means spiritua instruc-
tion or teaching.

Understanding: The quality of having insight
or good judgment in general matters; an insightful
power of abstract thought; the ability to logically
follow through or trace a line of thought.

Wisdom: Having experience, knowledge and
understanding together with the power of applying
all three with prudence, practicdlity, discretion and
common sense; the heart and center of proper moral
and intellectua judgment; an attribute that God
imparts to His people (Matthew 12:42) as they study
His Word; personified in the book of Proverbs.
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shamefully neglecting the OT. It is this practice that
will leave . . . imbalances in her teaching ministry.
She must return to the profitable, didactic usage of the
OoT” (p. 29).

THE TRANSITION FROM THE
PROPHETS TO THE GOSPELS

These two parts of God's Word join seamlessly to
provide God's complete revelation to mankind. Even
though the period between the testaments was more than
400 years, the writings of the Hebrew prophets precede
the apostolic writings in amanner that emphasizes their
basic unity.

Consider how the closing words of the Old Testa
ment prophets flow smoothly into those that open the
New Testament. Malachi, generally considered to be
the last of the Hebrew prophets, foretells an “Elijah
who isto come”’—John the Baptist (Matthew 11:13-
14; Malachi 4:5-6).

Mark, considered by many to have been the first
of the Gospel writers, begins right where Malachi left
off—citing prophecies from Malachi 3:1 and Isaiah 40:3
of amessenger who would precede the Messiah. Then
John the Baptist (the Elijah to come prophesied by
Malachi) isintroduced as the appointed forerunner of
Jesus Christ, establishing the way for His first coming.
(It isinteresting to note that the context of the final
chapter of Malachi aso implies the appearance of il
another prophet “in the spirit and power of Elijah” who
will precede Christ’s second coming.)

Matthew similarly begins his Gospel as a continua-
tion of the Old Testament, giving a genealogy of the
Hebrew patriarchal and kingly lines leading to the birth
of Jesus Christ. The specific purposein Matthew 1 is
summed up in verse 18: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ
was asfollows. ..

Yet 17 vital verses precede this statement. Why?
These boldly declare Jesus Christ’s Israglite ancestry
back to King David and, even earlier, to Abraham. These
words of Matthew vdidate the importance of the earlier
books of the Hebrew Bible and demonstrate how he was
building on their foundation.

Why doesthe New Testament begin with a genealogy?

“ The book of the genealogy of Jesus Chrigt, the
Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot
Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah
and his brothers . . . David the king begot Solomon
by her who had been the wife of Uriah . . . Josiah
begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time
they [the peoples of Judah] were carried away

to Babylon. . .

“ S all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations, from David until the captivity
in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the
captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen
generations’ (Matthew 1:1-2, 6, 11, 17).

These 17 verses may be viewed as a brief summary

of the sacred history of Israel and Judah. They
send a powerful message at the beginning of
the New Testament that we must give the
Old Testament due consideration.
Matthew’s historical introduction is
designed to show Christ’s legal geneal-
ogy—that He is the fulfillment of
promises made to Abraham (Genesis
12:3; 18:18; 22:18; etc.) and to King
David (compare 2 Samuel 7:16; Acts
13:22-23; Luke 1:32). Matthew's
Gospel is built upon the foundation
of the Hebrew Scriptures and contains
many quotations from them. Thus both
Matthew and Mark link the two testaments as
a complete and whole revelation.

THE FASCINATING NATURE
OF GOD’S REVELATION

Men and women were created “in the image of
God” (Genesis 1:27). Within these words is an indica-
tion of the astonishing plan, purpose and relationship
He desires with all humanity. Imagine al the abilities
and potentialities that being created in God's image
confers on us—all the duties and responsibilities,
all the magnificence and varied giftsto be used in
His service.

What we can know is that God has employed
“various ways' a “varioustimes’ (Hebrews 1:1), not
only to preserve His Word but to convey it to mankind.
The Bible includes awedlth of literary forms and
expressions: law, poetry, proverbs, prophecies, histories,
the four Gospels, a history of the Church, personal and
generd letters, an gpocayptic message and more. We
human beings have an appetite for variety, and God has
seen to it that the wonders of His Word did not come
down to usin the form of adull outline or alist of dos
and don'ts.

The Bibleisthe story of people and events spanning
several thousand years. Jesus and the apostles testified
to the accuracy and divine inspiration of the Hebrew
Scriptures. They supported its laws and promises and
based their teaching on its foundational principles. They
continued to uphold its pattern of living.

Matthew

Did Jesus Christ acknowledge that the message of
the Hebrew Bible is conveyed in more than one basic
form of general literary expression?

“ And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets,
He [Jesus Christ] expounded to themin all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himsalf” (Luke
24:27, 44).

Jesus recognized athreefold division in the Old
Testament: the Law, the Prophets and the Writings. The
Psalms condtitute the leading book of that section of the
Bible called the Writings. The Law constitutes the first
five books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy—all written by Moses.
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Did Christ refer to the time frame of the Hebrew
Bible?

“. .. Fromthe blood of righteous Abel to the blood
of Zechariah . ..” (Matthew 23:35; compare Luke
11:51).

Timein the Bible is sometimes measured in terms of
the lives of its dominant personalities. For instance, the
apostle Paul wrote of the period “from Adam to Moses’
(Romans 5:14). Abel was the first righteous man to be
martyred. Zechariah's murder was the last one men-
tioned in the historical Jewish arrangement of the books
of the Hebrew Bible.

Did Chrigt believein and support the Genesis
account of the creation of the earth?

“For in those days there will be tribulation, such
as has not been from the beginning of the creation
which God created until thistime, nor ever shall
be’ (Mark 13:19).

Did Christ confirm other historical accounts
described in the book of Genesis?

“And asit was in the days of Noah, so it will be
also in the days of the Son of Man: They [lived]
... until the day that Noah entered the ark, and
the flood came and destroyed them all” (Luke
17:26-27).

Clearly, Christ accepted the creation and flood
accounts at face value as historical events. He believed
in and publicly confirmed the statements found
in the book of Genesis.

What did Christ say about the principal figuresin
Hebrew history?

“For if you believed Moses, you would believe
Me; for he wrote about Me. But if you do not
believe his writings, how will you believe
My words?” (John 5:46-47).

“...[Youwill] see Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob and all the prophetsin the
kingdomof God . . .” (Luke 13:28).

“But He [Jesus] said to them, ‘Have you
never read what David did when he was
inneed and hungry . .. 7" (Mark 2:25).

Christ acknowledged and validated
the historicity of the leading charac-
ters and events of the Old Testament

(compare Matthew 11:22-24; 12:41-

David 42; etc.). He authenticated the Hebrew

Bible by accepting biblical history and citing
it in Histeaching.

The apostles did the same. Read Hebrews 11,
which is known as the “faith chapter” of the Bible.
It isabrief compendium of the early Church’s belief
in the leading people and the main events of the Old
Testament.
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THE WRITERS
OF THE HEBREW BIBLE

In writing His Word for humanity, God used people
from all socia levels and walks of life: kings, prophets,
priests, scribes, tax collectors, herdsmen, fishermen.
Though God inspired them all, He used their own nat-
ural human persondities to help convey His message.
Their background stories make for fascinating reading.
It is surprising how much the Bible itself reveal s about
how it came to be put together through God using
human instruments.

Let’s begin our story with David, the king of Israel
who lived about 1,000 B.C. Three millennialater we
still speak and write and sing the words of David. They
are quoted extensively in what we cal the New Testa-
ment. He created alarge amount of literature that God
preserved for future generations.

Who wasthe principal composer of the words and
music of the Psalms?

“Now these are the last words of David. Thus says
David the son of Jesse; thus says the man raised up
on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the
sweet psalmist of Israel” (2 Samuel 23:1).

“ On that day David first delivered this psalminto
the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the
Lorp” (1 Chronicles 16:7).

“[Woe to you] who sing idly to the sound of
stringed instruments, and invent for yourselves
musical instruments like David” (Amos 6:5).

“Now David himsdlf said in the book of Psalms
..." (Luke 20:42).

“For David himsdf said by the Holy Spirit . . .”
(Mark 12:36).

The Bible has much to say about David's musica and
literary accomplishments. No fewer than 73 psalms bear
David's name. It seemslikely that many of the unattrib-
uted psalms were also authored by this king. His skillful
playing on the harp calmed the disturbed mind of King
Saul (1 Samuel 16:14-23). David aso composed a mov-
ing lamentation after Saul and Jonathan lost their livesin
battle (2 Samuel 1:17-27; compare 3:33-34).

How many times have people unfamiliar with
the Bible repeated the phrase, “How are the mighty
falen,” without realizing that they are quoting David's
sorrow over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan? David
and his music were so renowned that the prophet
Amos mentions them some 300 years after David's
reign (Amos 6:5).

What was the source of David’sinspiration?

“The Spirit of the Lorp spoke by me, and Hisword
was on my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2).

These are “the last words of David” (verse 1)—serious
matters he wished his audience to remember. This great
king was one of many Peter had in mind a millennium



later when the apostle wrote, “For prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

Did David himsalf have the Holy Spirit?

“Then Samuel [the prophet] took the horn of ail
and anointed himin the midst of his brothers; and
the Spirit of the Lorp came upon David from that
day forward” (1 Samud 16:13).

This anointing occurred when David was yet ayoung
man caring for his father’s sheep. God gave His Spirit to
David at ayoung age, and these passages indicate that
many of his compositions were inspired through that
Spirit. The Holy Spirit isavital link between God and
man. God reveals His precious truth to us by and
through His Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10). As Peter later
wrote, God's prophets had this Spirit, “the Spirit of
Christ,” working within them (1 Peter 1:11).

KING DAVID AND HIS SCRIBES

David was aremarkable leader and skilled organizer.
In particular, 1 Chronicles details how he administered
his government. Under hisrule professona recorders
and scribes were engaged and educated in the roya court.
These men were grestly respected, and their successorsin
later reigns recorded court histories of the kings of Isragl
and Judah. One such record, for instance, was “the
account of the chronicles of King David” (1 Chronicles
27:24). Shemaiah was one scribe in David's royal court
whose name is recorded (1 Chronicles 24:6).

An earlier passage in 2 Samuel sums up David's regal
administration. “ So David reigned over al Israel; and
David administered judgment and justice to al his
people. Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army;
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; Zadok the
son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were
the priests; Seraiah wasthe scribe” (2 Samuel 8:15-17).
The chronicler later mentions that “ Jehonathan, David's
uncle, was a counselor, a wise man, and a scribe”

(1 Chronicles 27:32). This highly educated relative
was apparently a trusted royal adviser.

The Bible indicates that King David created a climate
in which recording and writing about royal affairs were
important governmental functions, ranked with priestly
and military duties. Solomon, his son and successor,
grew up in an atmosphere that nourished his own con-
Siderable writing talents, which were strengthened by his
father and others of the royal court. Among the king's
final words to his young son Solomon were these; “All
this. . . the LorD made me understand in writing, by
His hand upon me, al the works of these plans [for the
first temple]” (1 Chronicles 28:19).

KING SOLOMON'’S WRITINGS

The books written by King Solomon are part of the
Writings section of the Hebrew Bible.

Doesthe Bible describe King Solomon’s royal admin-
istration?

“ S0 King Solomon was king over all Israel. And
these were his officials. Azariah the son of Zadok,
the priest; Elihoreph and Ahijah . . . scribes;
Jehoshaphat . . . the recorder” (1 Kings 4:1-3).

Again, the offices of scribe and recorder were ranked
high in the king's administration. Like his father, David,
King Solomon prized these men and their skills.

Did some of the books of the Bible eventually emerge
from this great emphasis on writing?

“He[Solomon] spoke three thousand proverbs, and
his songs were one thousand and five” (verse 32).

Only afew hundred of Solomon'’s proverbs
are recorded in the book of Proverbs. Only
one of his songs (appropriately known as
the Song of Songs) is preserved for usin
the Bible. So agreat ded of evaluation of
written material had to have taken place.
Solomon'’s contributions to the Bible are
accurately termed Wisdom Books.

Who isthereal source
of Solomon’s wisdom?

“And God gave Solomon wisdom o f" ]
4

and exceedingly great understand- il -

ing, and largeness of heart like the
sand on the seashore . . . For he was wiser
than all men” (verses 29, 31).

“ And all the kings of earth sought the presence of
Solomon to hear hiswisdom, which God had put in
his heart” (2 Chronicles 9:23).

Thisisan important biblical fact and one we should
never forget: God is the ultimate source of the books of
the Bible, no matter the human beings He used to write
them. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,”
wrote the gpostle Paul (2 Timothy 3:16). The wisdom
of Solomon came from the Crestor God.

Solomon

Which well-known book of the Bible did King
Solomon write?

“ The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king
of Israel” (Proverbs1:1).

“The proverbs of Solomon . . .” (Proverbs 10:1).

“ These also are proverbs of Solomon which the men
of Hezekiah king of Judah copied” (Proverbs 25:1).

The book of Proverbs commences with a brief intro-
duction (Proverbs 1:1-7) followed by along section
extolling the merits of wisdom. Then chapter 10 begins
the main body of Solomon'’s proverbs, some of which
were |later copied by King Hezekiah's scribes (Proverbs
25:1). The final two chapters are attributed to two other
people, but Solomon is the principal author of the book.

These biblical proverbs are instructive sayings that
often contrast right and wrong in one brief passage.
These practical points of wisdom not only enrich our
lives, but help us avoid trouble. In short, here we have
abrief guidebook for successful living.
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What book of biblical philosophy did Solomon write?

“ The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king
inJerusalem” (Ecclesiastes 1:1).

Here, in the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon reflects on
his life and experiences. He concludes that fearing God
and keeping His commandments congtitute “man’s al”
(Ecclesiastes 12:13). He observes that without God life
has no real meaning—and that all too many people waste
their lives pursuing things that will never truly satisfy
them. He reminds us that God will eventudly bring every
human work into judgment (Ecclesiastes 11:9; 12:14).

ANOTHER IMPORTANT AUTHOR

Which skilled author did God useto complete the
Old Testament Scriptures?

“This Ezra came up from Babylon; and he was a
skilled scribein the Law of Moses. . .” (Ezra 7:6).

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law
of the Lorp, and to do it, and to teach statutes and
ordinancesin Israel” (verse 10).

Jewish tradition says that Ezra compiled and
inscribed both 1 and 2 Chronicles—the concluding
books in the Hebrew arrangement of the Old Testament
scriptures. Most conservative scholars agree that the
interna biblical evidence supports this conclusion. Note
the marked similarity between the end of 2 Chronicles
(36:22-23) and the beginning of Ezra (1:1-3). Shimshai
and Zadok were also scribes at that critical point in
Hebrew history (Ezra 4:8; Nehemiah 13:13) and may
have assisted Ezra

By compiling an essential history drawn from
national records, Ezra most probably produced an
inspired contemporary analysis of the fortunes of the
kingdoms of Judah and Isradl right up to the time of
Cyrus's edict authorizing the Jews to rebuild and
restore God's temple in Jerusalem. Recall that Ezra

was a man with aright attitude toward the
law of God.

THE FIVE BOOKS
OF MOSES

Ezrawas “askilled scribe in the Law
of Moses’ (Ezra 7:6). The New Tester
ment tells us that Moses was educated
in dl the wisdom of the Egyptians,
_and many scriptures show us that
%=~ Moses was responsible for the first
five books of the Bible. These books
are usually called the Torah, a Hebrew
term, and sometimes referred to asthe
Pentateuch, a Greek expression. According to Jewish
tradition, another hand, possibly that of Joshua or Ezra,
added the account of Moses' desath to the end of
Deuteronomy—and made other adjustments to complete
the text we read today.
Early Jewish tradition is unanimous in accepting
Moses' authorship of the Torah. The last of these
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books tells us that this prophet wrote the law in a book
and gave it to the priests so they could read it to the
people (Deuteronomy 31:9-13). It was also placed

a the side of the ark of the covenant (verse 26).
Although it is presented in five parts, the Torah is one
integral book.

In al four Gospels Jesus Christ repeatedly referred to
Moses as the giver of the law (Matthew 8:4; 19:8; Mark
1:44; 7:10; 10:4-5; 12:26; Luke 5:14; 20:37; John 1:17;
5:46; 7:19).

What did God tell Mosesto do? Did he obey the
Lord’sinstructions?

“ Then the Lorb said to Moses, ‘Write thisfor a
memorial inthe book’ . .." (Exodus 17:14).

“Then the Lorb said to Moses, ‘Write these words
..." (Exodus 34:27).

“ And Moses wrote all the words of the Lorp”
(Exodus 24:4).

Although these are limited commands to write
specific portions of God's Word, the principleis clear.
Moses is the prophetic scribe through whom God
worked. Remember that he “was learned in dl the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words
and deeds’ (Acts 7:22).

Does Numbers, the fourth book attributed to M oses,
say anything about hisliterary activity?

“Now Moses wrote down the starting points of
their journeys at the command of the LorD”
(Numbers 33:2).

Although some scholars question Moses' authorship
of Numbers, this passage near the end of the book can-
not be dismissed (compare Numbers 36:13). The Bible
attributes this whole section to Moses. Many other sec-
tions of Numbers begin with the words “the Lorb said
to Moses. . " The book of Leviticus does not specifi-
caly mention its author, but the contents from first to
last record God speaking directly to Moses (Leviticus
1:1; 27:34).

At the time of Moses the art of writing had been
developed in Egypt and the Mesopotamian region.
Permanent museum records inscribed on obelisks and
cuneiform tablets provide clear evidence that writing was
well established before and during the time of Moses.

What is different about Genesis?

The historical activities recorded in the book of
Genesis occur before Moses was born. Clearly, he had
access to written records or accurate oral traditions, or
God dictated the contents to him.

Genesisis a Greek word meaning “beginning.” What
is the significance of the name of this biblical book?

Isthere an obvious genealogical structure to the book
of Geness?

“Thisisthe history [ These are the generations,’
KJV] of the heavens and the earth when they were



created, in the day that the Loro God made the
earth and the heavens’ (Genesis 2:4).

“ Thisisthe book of the genealogy of Adam. In the
day that God created man, He made himin the like-
ness of God” (Genesis5:1).

“Thisisthe geneadlogy of Noah” (Genesis 6:9;
compare 10:1; 11:10, 27; 25:12, 19; 36:1, 9; 37:2).

Here we have the literary structure of Genesis
in briefest outline. It is made up of 11 “books’ or
“genealogies” Genesistells of the beginning of all
things, how the population of the earth grew and how
God began to work through one man’s family, that of
the patriarch Abraham. The Genesis story is told through
the framework of family histories.

Genesisis the beginning of the knowledge of God. It
has been preserved down through the ages for our bene-
fit. It begins the precious knowledge of God's great pur-
pose that we can learn from no other source. Genesis
doesn't contain all knowledge, but it represents the
essential spiritual foundation that is fundamental to the
understanding of the rest of the Bible.

It revedls, for example, that we are created in the very
image of God and that Adam and Eve chose a path that
would take them and their descendants—every one of
us—away from arelationship with God. The prophets
had much to say about this latter point.

THE LATTER, OR MAJOR,
PROPHETS

Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel are known as the mgjor
prophets and wrote the books that bear their names
(along with occasiond assistance from persona scribes).

But the story for us to consider does not stop there.
Each man told of his own fascinating contribution to
the Bible.

Yet in the final analysisit is Jesus Christ Himself who
joins the two sections of the Bible, the Old and New
Testaments, together. He welds the Hebrew Prophets to
the New Testament. So it is primarily to Christ that we
must first look for guidance in evaluating the Latter, or
Major, Prophets.

Did Jesusdirectly ascribe any portions of the Bible to
the prophet Isaiah?

“Wel did Isaiah prophesy about you . . .” (Matthew

15:7).

In verses 8-9 Christ quotes from Isaiah 29:13 in the
Hebrew Bible.

Did all four Gospel writersattribute portions of the
Hebrew Scripturesto Isaiah?

“For thisis he [John the Baptist] who was spoken
of by the prophet Isaiah . . .” (Matthew 3:3;

History shows that through the centuries various
people have tried to destroy the Word of God. Early
in the sixth century B.C., one who literally “destroyed”
the Word of God and paid dearly for his arrogance was
Jehoiakim, king of Judah.

Jehoiakim’s 11-year reign was disastrous. Although
he had opportunity to follow his father Josiah’s righ-
teous example (Jeremiah 22:15-16), Jehoiakim turned
to evil. Jeremiah described him as a presumptuous ruler
who abused his own people (verses 13-14) and perse-
cuted and murdered God’s servants (Jeremiah 26:20-23).

God instructed Jeremiah to prophesy that, unless
they repented, King Jehoiakim and Jerusalem would
fall (Jeremiah 36). Jeremiah had God’s words recorded
by his scribe, Baruch, and instructed him to read those
prophecies to the people of Judah. God hoped they
would repent and avoid their prophesied downfall
(Jeremiah 36:4-7).

When the princes heard Jeremiah’s prophetic words,
they quickly conveyed them to Jehoiakim (Jeremiah
36:19). Then the king heard the princes’ account of
Jeremiah’s predictions and sent an officer to bring the
scroll to him (verse 21).

Jehoiakim commanded the officer to read aloud
from the scroll. After the man read several columns, the
king would cut away that part of the scroll, then con-
temptuously toss it into the fire burning in the hearth
before him. The king continued “until all the scroll was
consumed in the fire that was on the hearth” (verse 23).

King Jehoiakim: A Lesson From Biblical History

Jehoiakim apparently thought he was accountable
to no one. But God would have the last word.

He instructed Jeremiah to prepare another scroll like
the first (verses 27-32). God
reserved strong words for
Jehoiakim: “‘He shall have no
one to sit on the throne of
David, and his dead body
shall be cast out to the heat
of the day and the frost of
the night. I will punish him,
his family, and his ser-
vants for their iniquity;
and | will bring on '
them, on the inhabi- A7
tants of Jerusalem,
and on the men of Judah all the
doom that | have pronounced
against them; but they did not heed” (verses 30-31).

Sadly, Jehoiakim persisted in his defiance and suf-
fered the consequences. Defeated by the Babylonians
and dragged away in chains, he apparently died on his
way to or in captivity in Babylon.

The lesson of King Jehoiakim applies to all leaders
and all peoples: He who would attempt to destroy
God’s Word puts himself in great danger. Man cannot
arrogantly challenge God with impunity. God’s Word
is the foundation of all knowledge, and, unlike mortal
man, it will endure forever (1 Peter 1:24-25).

Jehoikim
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Isaiah

compare Mark 7:6; Luke 3:4; John 12:39-41).

Clearly, the prophet Isaiah spoke these words. Like
Paul in composing some of his New Testament |etters,
he may well have dictated portions of his book to an
assistant. Remember that the official system of
recorders and scribes (established by King David) was

still in operation in Judah during Isaiah’s life-
time. His prophetic ministry continued
during the reigns of several Judean kings
(Issiah 1:1).

Did the apostle Paul also quote from
|saiah?

“. .. They departed after Paul had
said oneword: ‘ The Holy Spirit
spoke rightly through Isaiah the
prophet to our fathers ™ (Acts
28:25; compare Romans 9:27).

What was unusual about Jeremiah’s
calling?

“ Then the word of the Lorp came to me, saying:
Before | formed you in the womb | knew you; before
you were born | sanctified you; | ordained you a
prophet to the nations’ (Jeremiah 1:4-5).

This expression, “the word of the Lorb came to me’
(in dightly varied forms), is repeated often in the book
of Jeremiah. The message of the prophet is directly from
God; Jeremiah is merely His human instrument.

What was one of Jeremiah’s prophetic gifts?

“So Jeremiah wrote in a book all the evil that would
come upon Babylon, all these words that are writ-
ten against Babylon” (Jeremiah 51:60).

But did Jeremiah do all the writing himself?

“. .. Thisword came to Jeremiah from the Lorb,
saying: ‘Take a scroll of a book and write oniit all
the words that | have spoken to you againgt Israd,
against Judah, and againgt all the nations, fromthe
day | spoke to you, from the days of Josiah even to
thisday' " (Jeremiah 36:1-2).

“ Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah;
and Baruch wrote on a scroll of abook, at the
instruction of Jeremiah, all the words of the LorD
which He had spoken to him” (verse 4).

Jeremiah had his own persond scribe, who apparently
was also an accomplished reader (verse 10). Baruch read
the words of Jeremiah in “the house of the LorD,” the
temple in Jerusalem.

When God's message through Jeremiah (but written
down by Baruch the scribe) reached King Jehoiakim,
what did he immediately do?

“ And it happened, when Jehudi had read three or
four columns, that the king cut it with the scribe’s
knife and cast it into thefire. . . until all the scroll
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was consumed in thefire. . .” (verse 23).

Many attempts have been made throughout history
to destroy parts or all of God's Word. This particular
instance is recorded in the Bible itself. Sometimes
biblical writers and trand ators have been imprisoned
or killed. Men literally gave their lives to bring you this
Book. In this scriptural example, however, the attempt
to “ seize Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet”
failed because “the Lorp hid them” (verse 26).

What was God’s reaction to the king's destruction
of Jeremiah’s scroll in thefire?

“ Now after the king had burned the scroll with the
words which Baruch had written at the instruction
of Jeremiah, the word of the Lorp came to Jere-
miah saying: ‘ Take yet another scroll, and write on
it all the former words that were in the first scroll
which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned’ ”
(verses 27-28).

“ Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it
to Baruch the scribe. . ., who wrote on it at the
instruction of Jeremiah all the words of the book
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the
fire. And besides, there were added to them many
similar words’ (verse 32).

Not even kings have any authority or permission to
alter or destroy God's Word. He has preserved the Bible
throughout the ages in spite of determined attempts to
extinguish all traces of it. Faithful men and women
have risked their lives to preserve, spread and publish
the Scriptures.

What were Ezekiel’s prophetic credentials?

“The word of the Lorp came expressly to Ezekiel
the priest, the son of Buz, in the land of the
Chaldeans by the River Chebar; and the hand

of the Lorb was upon himthere” (Ezekiel 1:3).

Ezekiel is mentioned only twice in the Bible—both
times in the book bearing his name. In addition to obvi-
ous allusions to the temple chapters of Ezekiel (40-48)
in Revelation 21, the book itsdlf is quoted severa times
in the New Testament. Also, Jesus’ portrait of Himsalf
as the Good Shepherd is an apparent allusion to pas-
sages from Ezekiel (compare 34:5, 8, 12, 23; 37:24).
God addresses Ezekiel as “the son of man” 90 times,
and Jesus Chrigt refers to Himself as “the Son of Man”
about 80 times in the Gospel accounts.

Ezekidl's prophecies were born in the heat of captiv-
ity. Says The Oxford Dictionary of the Jewish Religion
(1997): “He [Ezekiel] was deported along with King
Jehoiachin of Judah . . . in 597 BCE [before the
Chrigtian erg] to Babylon by the invading forces of
Nebuchadnezzar (2 Kings 24:8-16; Ezekidl 1:1-3). The
exiles were settled at Tela-hbib on the river Chebar . . .
Ezekiel's call to prophesy came in July 593, and all of
his preaching took place among the deported
Jerusalemites. . " (pp. 246-247).



DANIEL THE PROPHET

What prophet is mentioned directly by Jesus Christ
in His Olivet Prophecy?

“ ‘Therefore when you see the “ abomination of des-
olation,” spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing
in the holy place’ (whoever reads, et him under-

stand) .. .” (Matthew 24:15; compare Mark 13:14).

Jesus Christ clearly refersto Daniel as alegitimate
Hebrew prophet, athough the book of Daniedl is not
technicdly classified as a part of the Prophets, but of the
Writings—the third major section of the Old Testament.

What major prophet places Daniel in some select
company?

“ *BEven if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job,
were in [a sinful land], they would deliver only
themselves by their righteousness,” says the Lord
Gop” (Ezekid 14:14; compare verse 20).

Clearly, Daniel’s spiritua credentials are of the
highest caliber. He was considered an example of
righteousness alongside Noah (a preacher of righteous-
ness, 2 Peter 2:5) and the patriarch Job (one of the
most righteous men who ever lived, Job 1:1, 8).

What other gifts and qualities made Daniel so
unusual?

“ As for these four young men [including Danidl],
God gave them knowledge and skill in al literature
and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all
visons and dreams’ (Danidl 1:17).

“Then he [the angel] said to me, ‘Do not fear,
Danidl, for from the first day that you set your heart
to understand, and to humble yourself before your
God, your words were heard; and | have come
because of your words’ (Daniel 10:12).

Humility before the great God is avita key to spiri-
tual success. Few have ever understood this principle
better than the prophet Daniel. Further, it is an important
key to unlocking the door to knowledge of God. Daniel
himsalf said in praising the God of heaven: “He gives
wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have
understanding” (Danid 2:21).

Daniel also had specid understanding in “literature
and wisdom” (Daniel 1:17)—essential qualifications for
writing his book. That Daniel wrote the book bearing his
name is certain (Daniel 9:2; 10:2). Says The New Bible
Commentary: Revised: “The book of Daniel was a
product of the exile and was written by Daniel himself”
(p. 688). In his book he often speaks in the first person.

But, as Danid 1:17 explains, God is the ultimate
source of al this spiritual knowledge, understanding and
wisdom—not human beings. Prophets like Daniel have
distinguished themselves by becoming willing and hum-
ble instruments in His hands.

Areany of the“minor” prophets quoted by the
apostles?

“AsHesaysalsoin Hosea . . .” (Romans 9:25).

In another example, Acts 2:16-21, Peter quotes Joel
2:28-32 because the events on that Day of Pentecost
were adirect and dramatic fulfillment of a portion of
Jod’s prophecy. After Christ’s crucifixion, God's Spirit,
on this particular day, was spectacularly poured out just
as Jod had prophesied. Peter proclaimed that these
events were a dramatic fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy.

What great sign given by Christ is based on what
happened to one of these 12 prophets?

“ An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, and no sign will be given to it except the Sign
of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days
and three nightsin the belly of the great fish, so will
the Son of Man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:39-40).

Onethird of the New Testament is composed of quo-
tations from and alusions to the Old. These two parts of
Scripture are closely linked and intertwined with each
other. The apostles constantly used the Hebrew Biblein
their writings.

THE NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS

Comprehending the true role of the first-century apos-
tlesis fundamental to a correct understanding of the
New Testament. It is through these men chosen for
aunique role (and capable associates such as
Mark and Luke) that God brought about
the creation of the 27 books comprising
what we call the New Testament. After
praying al night to the Father, Jesus
initialy chose 12 men to help Him lead
and build His Church inits early years.
Later some of these men, along with
Paul (also caled to be an apostl€e), began
to write extensively as the Church grew
and expanded. These accounts were pre-
served for later generations in what we
call the New Testament. Fundamentally
they were apostolic writings.

What isan apostle?

“ And when it was day, He [ Jesus] called His disci-
plesto Himself; and from them

He chose twelve whom He also named apostles’
(Luke 6:13).

In smple terms an apostle means “one sent,” clearly
implying “with amessage” Even Jesus Christ is referred
to as “the Apostle” in one hiblica passage (Hebrews
3:1). Says The New Bible Dictionary: “There are over
eighty occurrences of the Greek word apostolosin the
New Testament, seven-eighths of them in Luke and
Paul. It derives from avery common verb apostello,
tosend...” (p. 48).

What was a major activity of the apostles?
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“ But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me [or ‘for Me] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

The 12 apostles gave a powerful firsthand confirma-
tion of Christ’s resurrection and Messiahship in the early
years of the Church. Luke included portions of this
remarkable witness in the book of Acts. These early eye-
witnesses fulfilled a specia role. Their written testimony
comprises the lion’s share of the 27 inspired documents
that constitute the New Testament.

Remember that Jesus Christ had said: “But the

Helper, the Holy Spirit, [which] the Father
will send in My name, [it] will teach you
all things, and bring to your remem-
brance dl thingsthat | said to you”
(John 14:26). He added that this “ Spirit
of truth . . . will guide you into dl
truth” (John 16:13). This happened as
Christ predicted it would. These
inspired truths are preserved for us
today in the New Testament.

What was one of the apostle Peter’s
major concerns near the end of

. ' his life?

Peter “Moreover | will be careful to ensure that
you always have areminder of these things after my
decease. For we did not follow cunningly devised
fables when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewit-
nesses of Hismajesty” (2 Peter 1:15-16).

Peter wanted future followers of Christ to have a per-
manent reminder of the true gospel. This was accom-
plished by creating awritten record of Christ’slife and
teachings plus the work of the apostles.

What was one of the chief reasons for John writing
his Gospel account?

“ And truly Jesus did many other signsin the pres-
ence of His disciples, which are not written in this
book; but these are written that you may believe
that Jesusis the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing you may have life in His name’ (John
20:30-31).

“Thisisthe disciple who testifies of these things,
and wrote these things; and we know that his testi-
mony istrue’ (John 21:24).

The book of John (and by extension the entire New
Testament) was preserved to give later generations an
accurate account of Christ’s Messiahship, His words and
deeds, the vital knowledge He wanted passed on to all
who would follow Him.

What does L uke say about the origins of true
Christianity?

“To Theophilus: Many writers have undertaken to
draw up an account of the events that have taken
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place among us, following the traditions handed
down to us by the original eyewitnesses and ser-
vants of the gospel. So | in my turn, as one who

has investigated the whole course of these events

in detail, have decided to write an orderly narrative
for you, your excellency, so asto give you the
authentic knowledge about the matters of which you
have been informed” (Luke 1:1-4, Revised English
Bible; compare Acts 1:1-2).

L uke was an exceptional writer and knowledgeable
historian. The events of the Bible took place in the
real world, and Luke in particular records important
details of the apostles’ time that can be verified from
secular history.

What does Peter tell usabout Paul’swritings?

“...Asalso our beloved brother Paul, according to
the wisdom given to him [from God], has written to
you, asalso in all his epistles, speaking in them of
these things, in which are some things hard to

under stand, which untaught and unstable people
twist to their own destruction, asthey do aso the
rest of the Scriptures’ (2 Peter 3:15-16).

The apostle Peter considered some of the letters of
the apostle Paul to be Scripture. Clearly, he understood
them to have been inspired by God, just asthe Old
Testament scriptures were also inspired by our Creator.

How arewetold to regard the Word of God?

“For | testify to everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these
things, God will add to him the plagues that are
written in this book; and if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part from the Book of Life, from the
holy city, and from the things which are written in
thisbook” (Revelation 22:18-19).

God takes His Word serioudly, and so should we. It
is the very foundation of knowledge and not to be trifled
with. In principle, these warnings extend to the rest of
the books of the Bible. We should not add to, nor take
away from, the words that God inspired to be preserved
for all mankind.

On the other hand, do we gain God’s favor if we
highly esteem HisWord?

“But on thisone will 1 look: on himwho is poor
and of a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My
word” (Isaiah 66:2).

God wants us all to respect the Bible—to learn to live
by every word of God (Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4).

THE FOUNDATION
OF TRUE VALUES

God's Word is the foundation of knowledge. It pro-
vides essentia information we could not discover from
other sources. It provides the proper framework with



which we may apply other knowledge. God in His Word
instructs mankind how to live. He commands us to live
in harmony with His revealed way of life. God's laws
define the true values, and He expects us to make them
our own—rejecting any other alternative.

From beginning to end the Bible is a book of spiritual
ingtruction. Its main focusis on God's spiritua law,
which is embodied and summarized in the Ten Com-
mandments. They are areflection of God's mind and
character. All biblical laws are expansions, case studies
and detailed examples of how we are to love God and
our fellowman.

How did Jesus Christ view the law of God?

“ Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question,
testing Him, and saying, ‘ Teacher, which is the
great commandment in the law?' Jesus said to him.
““You shall love the Lorb your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
Thisis the first and great commandment. And the
second islikeit: “ You shall love your neighbor as
yoursdlf.” On these two commandments hang all
the Law and the Prophets ” (Matthew 22:35-40;
compare Mark 12:28-31).

God's law is spiritual (Romans 7:14) and based
on love. “For thisisthe love of God, that we keep His
commandments,” wrote the apostle John. “And His com-
mandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3). God's
law defines love and shows us how to love God and our
neighbor. This great spiritual law may be likened to a
riverbed. Providing a basic framework for daily living,
it isachannel through which the love of God flows.

Both of the commandments Christ cited come from
the Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament. The “first and
great commandment” is found in Deuteronomy 6:5
and the second in Leviticus 19:18. These are two of
the five books of Moses. As Jesus Christ said, the
teachings of the law and the prophets hang on these
two great principles. They summarize the intent and
purpose of Scripture.

What isthe ultimate goal of thislaw of love?

“ S0 the scribe said to Him [Jesus], ‘Well said,
Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for thereis one
God, and there is no other but He. And to love Him
with all the heart, with all the understanding, with
all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love
one's neighbor as oneself, is more than all the
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” Now when
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to him,
“You are not far from the kingdom of God'” (Mark
12:32-34).

The purpose of God's law is to teach us how to live
Hisway of life. When God knows we are committed to
living that way, He will eventually grant us eternal life
in the Kingdom of God—our ultimate goal.

Did Jesus Christ seethisgreat law of love asa means
to a majestic end?

“ And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested
Him [Jesus], saying, ‘ Teacher, what shall | do to
inherit eternal life?” He said to him, ‘What is writ-
tenin the law? What is your reading of it?" So he
answered and said, ‘“ You shall love the Lorp your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all
your strength, and with all your mind, and your
neighbor as yourself.”* And He [Jesus] said unto
him, “ You have answered rightly; do thisand you
will live'” (Luke 10;25-28).

Everlasting life in God's Kingdom is the end result of
fulfilling these two expressions of love by those who are
reconciled to God through Jesus Christ.

How does all thisrelate to the Ten Commandments?

“Now behold, one came and said to Him [ Jesus],
‘Good Teacher, what good thing shall | do that

| may have eternal life? So He said to him,

‘... If you want to enter into life, keep the com-
mandments.” He said to Him, *Which ones?’ Jesus
said, *“ You shall not murder,” “ You shall not
commit adultery,” “ You shall not steal,” “ You shall
not bear false witness,” “Honor your father and
your mother,” and, “ You shall love your neighbor
asyoursef”’” (Matthew 19:16-19).

In answer to this young man’s question, Jesus quoted
five of the last six Commandments and then summed
them al up by quoting the command to love our
neighbor as well. The obvious conclusion is that loving
our neighbor isa summary of the last six of the Ten
Commandments. Accordingly, the first four of the
Commandments tell us how to love God. Thislaw is
the perfect expression of God's eternal spiritua values.

Did the apostle Paul follow Christ’s examplein

histeaching?
“ Owe no one anything except to love one
another, for he who loves another has ful-
filled the law. For the commandments, L
“You shall not commit adultery,” * You shall =&
not murder,” * You shall not steal,” ‘ You
shall not bear false witness,” * You shall
not covet, and if there is any other com-
mandment, are all summed up in this say-
ing, namely, “ You shall love your neighbor
asyourself.” Love does no harmto a
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfill-
ment of the law” (Romans 13:8-10).

Paul told others to follow him as he followed
Chrigt (1 Corinthians 11:1, KJV). So he quoted five
of the last six Commandments and finished up with
the summary command to love our neighbor as our-
selves. Love, wrote Paul, is the fulfilling of God's spiri-
tual law.

This love expresses itsalf in worship and proper fear
of God—and an outgoing concern for the welfare of our
neighbors. Thisisthe “royal law” of “liberty” (alibera-
tion from sin and death) spoken of by the apostle James
(James 2:8, 12). Again, thislaw isthe basis for right
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values and godly relationships. It defines the courtesy
and conduct we owe one another as human beings.

But where do we obtain thiskind of love?

“ And hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy [ Spirit] which is given unto us’ (Romans
5:5, KJV).

Only God's Spirit can impart His love to and
through us. Other scriptures show that we must first
repent of breaking God's law, then we are forgiven
through the blood of Christ and we receive the Holy
Spirit (Acts 2:37-39). For the whole fascinating story,
be sure to request our free booklet The Road to
Eternal Life.

SUMMARY REMARKS

Jesus Christ said that God's Word is truth (John
17:17). This precious spiritual knowledge is revealed
in the words of Holy Scripture. Remember that we
aretold to live by every word of God (Matthew 4:4).
Recdl also that it was King David who said, “ Your
law istruth” (Psalm 119:142) and “the law of the
Lorp is perfect, converting the soul” (Psalm 19:7).

In summary, the Bible is the foundation or basis of
knowledge. It shows the root cause of every problem
that has plagued the human family since crestion.
God's Word revedls the true values by which we must
live if we are to solve our massive relationship prob-
lems and the other seemingly insoluble dilemmas that
threaten to overwhelm us.

Lesson 3 will explore the fascinating topic of Why
Man? What is man and how is he related to God?
Why was he made in God's image? Do we have an
immortal soul? Isthere a spirit in man? Will men and
women either go to heaven or burn in hell? What is
the reward of the saved? All these questions and many
more will be answered in the next lesson.

Points to Ponder

These questions are intended as a study aid, to spur
further thought on the concepts discussed in this les-
son and to help you apply them on a personal level.
We suggest you take the time to write your answers
to these questions and compare them to the scrip-
tures given. Please feel free to write us with any com-
ments or suggestions, including questions about the
course or this lesson.

e Many people glory in their own accomplish-
ments. What should we glory in? (Jeremiah 9:23-24).

e \Who is really responsible for the darkness and
deception that encircles the world? (2 Corinthians
4:4; Revelation 12:9).

e The world is filled with many false values. To
whom do we look for the foundation of right
knowledge? (Proverbs 2:6).

e King David, a prolific writer of Old Testament
scriptures, looked to what as the source of his inspi-
ration? (2 Samuel 23:2; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 Samuel 16:13).

e \Which king ordered a copy of the Word of the
Lord to be cut into pieces and burned? Was he suc-
cessful in destroying God’s Word? (Jeremiah 36:1-32).

 Jesus Christ and New Testament writers often
gave credence to earlier writers. Which Hebrew
prophet included in the Writings section of the Old
Testament is specifically referred to by Jesus in His
Olivet Prophecy? (Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14).

e [n what is now called the New Testament, many
followers of Jesus Christ left a permanent record of
His life and teachings and the work of the apostles.
These were eyewitness accounts. Why were these
records left for us? (John 20:30-31).

e What are the two great commandments?
(Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; Matthew
22:37-40).

e Biblical knowledge is foundational in our rela-
tionships with God and each other. How long will it
endure? (1 Peter 1:24-25).
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